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THE MESSAGE OF CHRI STMAS

| f the message spoken by ang
and every violation and diso
just puni shment, how shall w
such a greéatHsbhlrewsi @n?2 )

The angels who appeared to the shepheGORYnN t
TO GOD I N THE HI GHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, AN
( Gospel of Luke 2: 14 ).

This declaration of Gedwaamdaeastpea attiethy wlered
was filled with political strife, Beoaxdel divi
announced by God was not &Arguwyandfiodi dlhec dMem:s i
of Petaoc er,essHAOLrM he Hebr e w EVACCED h & o r iIWROILIEENE S S
COMPLETEN&EXSHBARMONY .

Il n t hePEBBAGHse not merely the absence of war or

| iiffoaur relationship with God, our relationshiop
the whol& oifed&toad n PERF&E.CTI tHAIRMG@INIYee xi st ed i n
Garden of BEdein sbreufpareed t h8l ot é de d WiRlESA CEa s | d ,

shattered. Rel ationship& wemaelcrtaloen ,widrhd Goum
di sobedi encld .plYen ,waCsR &S TWBRyES TtHol SJ ePsELASCE.as t he
PRI NCE OF,PEAGE to reconcile humanity to God,
and restore the brokenness withi PEACHEsd| LEAVE
WI'TH YOU; MY PEACE | Gl VE YOU. I DO NOT GI VE

DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED AND DO NOT

ThiPEACE OF CHRIN®ST somet hing we are mearGt FtTo k
WE ARE CALLED TO SHARE WITH THE WORLD.

In a world filled witfhHHBIi MESEAGE OFr CKHRlaSANMAS
relevant as ever. We are |iving in a time whe
our social and political | andscappsesacé&@&maki€hsi
our world, communities, fanmRddaorsciadaibkdtrinoaimgt i o
every interactlh@WBHowhrtohugmh, tcar we | IPERACEULt t

AND GOODWI LL TOWARD MEN

- RECONCI LI ATI ON WI-WHeORHERSt is a family me
nei ghbour, or coll eague, consider who you
soon wi toREAGQHeesaulss broken relationships, anc
of that healing.

- EXTEND KI NDNESS AND -SENEROSI KiYndness, word
encouragement, and gestures of comp&ssion
PEACHI t h others. I n a world that ®ALMT Sf ©Odl| (
LOvV&E&an make a profound difference.




- SEEK I NNER -BEACEBEsi de time for prayer, refl
Go@PEACEo calm your heart, and mind, reminc
of |'ife andEACEsSoRRhrTbBe i s available to us
busi ness.

- BE A PEACEMAKER I N YOURhE€OMMUNE TOYount |l ess
extendGREACEEBa t he world around us, whether
community engagement, or even f oisstoelratnegd | o
Christian communities.

I n all these, consider always-IttFhé TwdSd$ O&SSI Bl
FAR AS | T DEPENDS OMNEAOE, THL IEWERAPRP&EIEpiI st |l e t
the Romans 12: 18).

As we get ready to celebrate Christmas again

PEACE OF CHRIaYTi | able to all who seek it, and
gift, may we be empowered to share it with a

goodwi | | . Let this BEACEeONeBABRTHWANDeGOOBPWI L
TOWARDS ME®&Nc!| ai med by the angels becomes a re.
communi tée@sed kédamsy be in our Countéry, and in t

MERRY CHRI STMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU A

Sandor, your Minister.

CHRI ST MARSE TFAL D
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TREASURERREPORT

AWhen they saw the star, the Magi were overjoy
child with his mother Mary, and they bowed do:
their treasures and presented him with gifts
myro bMatt hewl®) : 10

This is the first mention in the New Testamen:
the earliest days of the Christian church, gi
spread. I'n thdhee moa edichiuddchest woul d send gi it
churches in poorer areas to help with their d
As Paul wrote in his fiirst |l etter to the Cori |
fOn the first day of every week, each one of vy
keeping with his income. Then, when | arrive,

men you approve and send them with your gifts
(1 Corinth8pns 16 : 2

This practice continues today in the Church of
church contributes annual Giyvian g utmo miGr ior®munteiyo n()c
central <church. The money raised this way pa:
wi t h Em@Nlady emsal i nsurance, pension contribut
overseas. Basically, this means that, as wit|
subsidise those with smaller incomes. I n fac:
ot her churches.

This y&aviogr adl Grawi on was A34,665 with this
2.4% for 2026.

For Portree Church this is by far our | argest
and |ighting costs for our Church and Church |
Tax, plus al/l necessary spending on the upkee,|
We can only meet our commitments through your
mont hly offerings. We are greatly assisted b
l ncome Tax paid on Gift Aid contributions. T
am delighted to report that a further two meml
FreeWi Il Offering scheme and | inked their givi
Al l | can ask is for each and every one of wus
ChristOmntshe first day of every week, shoul d s
with his income.

God bl ess you al/l

Bill



MI CAH MESSAGE
LOOK FORWARD TO THE CHI LD BORN I N BETHL

Why is the news so full o0df tdheey ersespgargt sstoomda ego?
change? I ndeed, our world is always full of tr
ever come.

Similar comments might have been directed at n
nearly always said negative and gdlaoyo nhya dt hmanngys .

l ems. They were surrounded by warring nations
't wasG Mi aalk,® ame sGooednger, to tell the peopl e h
to be, no matter how painful the facts. Mi cah

day and spoke out against false prophets who w
and errors.

Mi cah was quite forthright. He announced that
ness and their enemies would overcome t hem. Mi
no end to his reprimands and denouncement s.

But in the desert was an oasis. Amidst his des
|l ooked forward to a time of peace with freedon
Go@&@ promise that from Bethlehem there would cc
sion. Their Saviour would come. (Micah 5:2)

Oof cour s@,heMacarmhs di d not under stand about t he
told to stand firm in their faith no matter wh
were to | ook forward to their del i verance, wh e

Ami dst 8Miacddlmck on the depl orabl e &aoowrioonngs vaafl ulee
behaviour, he gave hope that God was with then
could take them through their troubles to a pl

Mi cehmessage still stands for us today. God wa
bad attitudes and behad iwalrueds oofstjrusvtei d eo,r pheea
har mony.

As we approach a New Year, we @&@owbivddd wdekk t ¢
Lord require of you? To act justly and to | ove
(Micah 6:8)

By Lester An
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MEGAN MACKENZI E

saying that the passingfof Me
the prime of her | ife withfso mu
wonder ful wife to Al an and ot her
when Al exander and then Al n wen
her family and her unshakefgble f
fficult, wuncertain times. That
rated her quality of deter pinat.i
Ostaig to |l earn Gaelic an t hen
bef or dumgwiing Gho i dhwhgr @heoshé Waghhj ghly
and pupil s. Megan | oved eachi
theornd encouraged her chargep to |
gualities were transferabl from
Youth Fellowship for 10 yealls and
ears wilfhhoubbkb ShedagaSbhhobpgfof th
ople came to |l earn more abput Je

'l throughout their | ives.
t to the church was not refgtrict
he Nominating Committee an t he
g selected to become the mniste
of Portree and Kil muir an St af
sorely missed, not onl Al an
emembered for all her i vemen
i ng smile that would I 1y |
goes out to Al an and Al der a

red in the future.


https://www.bing.com/alink/link?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bunsgoilghaidhligphortrigh.co.uk%2fhome-dachaigh&source=serp-local&h=Zo3OqtTw0TciJ9UfDZ1c7GrYxU0fNsU%2f8uGZAuOb6bs%3d&p=lw_magsmlt&ig=85C68939646049BABBDCA583407E6B27&ypid=YN45F7202770775504

Al exander and | would |Iike to thank everyone
for the outpouring of | ove and care received

Whil e this
both, we g
Megan | ove
peace. We
di agnosi s

where ther

I woul d | i
beauti ful
l i ve streami
Knowi ng f ami
service |

We are blessed to
caring community.
continued support

Al an & Al exander

Peace
e pe e t he moon
e pe e the gras
e pe e the eart
e pe e the dew t
e p e e the sky t
e pe e wave to
e pe e air to vy

By Fiona Macl eod

(1'% entury Celtic visionary fland romant

P L e’ o e emmm f A



THE HI STORY DMAEHRI S

The Bible does not give Ilan datee tfhadrr dt hcee nxiurrtyh i
that Jesus was concei ve'dMartc it,h ep Spuli anrgi seiqrug nto
was born nine midhechesmtearh.ar Cony&856stom, the Arc
Constantinople, encouraged Christians worl dwi
400.

Il n the early Middle Ages, Chri st i an skpcieplheabnrya t
(which recalls the visit to the infant Jesus
12 days of Chri st mMhsc e melehien rEimpe ror Xhar I'8magr
December for his coronation in 800, bBnd the p
England, William the '®Menceurrear falrs chicsh acsoer on5a t
the date became a fixture both for religious

Cooking a boar was a common feature of medi ae
accompanWreidt eirts. of the time | amented the fact
was being |l ost bdbayseonfd epardy & diegd reuinskee no f

dancing and Tphendasyyuwasy.a public holiday, and
foliage into the house and the exchange of gi

I n the 17th century the rise of new Protestan
cel ebrations that were assoChritedmas twafaohmhel
themfter the executiosd ®PurChaml esller seEmagldand h
Christmas il | eglmd rHeogt drdatyieanm sof Charles 11 e
|l eaders continued to discour algne Wexscteesrsn Eusrpoepc:
worl dwi de) the day for exchandVUagugirf)stoh&hg
Day.

By the 1820s, there was a sense that
was decChaihgs Dickens was one of s

sought toHi e8s nowmEhlriits.t meass Gargmli f i ca n
reviving merrimentHedemphmgst sedf edhta and
family reunions, along@Ghdiestrm&s gi 10g € bser van

paper chains, caknoewmndamal
from th$Se didnethe traditi og

26 December, when tradesment gi v

\ reliable service dur®dowgéetshe year woul d

pr=a of money or gifts from their customers
I n Europe Santa Claus is the fig®oraatas<Ldaiuast &
shortening of the name of Saint Nicholas, who

in presynifulH&kewas particularly noted for his ¢
generosity Byo tthhee Miododrl.e Ages hisGappdbaesamnda,
mitre, was adored in the Netherlands and f ami



Fat her

cheer (more

Chri st mas
associated

from
wil h b

dat es

17th

century

Engl a

drankEéonemasi bhanfg

todsmayFat her Christmas started in New York in ¢t
beard became potent Ilandwermei scioughtgymsol(ss.uch as
Eastern Europe) the tradition attempts to comb
hol ding that Santa&Chpaesemabkesandhihemengi ves th
di stribute.
From: https:// chhhiistoacrayni sy masg #u WVBiLime h NKh s M

What Does Christmas Mealn To You?

When you prepare for Christimas

What matters spring to mind|?

The coming of the Saviour

Or the giftds ftihad? you can

Do you think of baby Jesus

As you deck the halls with |holly?

Or are your thoughts preocclupi ed

With piling high your shoppling trolley.

Will you be moved this Chri|st mas

By the sound of <carol singifng

Or are you more in tune witlh

The sound of shop tills rinlging?

On that family occasion

When you choose your Christlmas tree

Do you think of how that tilny babe

Came to die for you and me?

Christmas to you could mean| much more

| f Gyouprepared to see

The reasons why each Chri stimasti me

Just mean so much to me,

So as you celebrate this Chjri st mas

Why not resolve to start anlew?

And change your whole persplective

Of what Christmas means to |[you.

By Colin Hammacot:t




THE MAN WHO MARRI ED MARY

The traditional Nativity scene on our Chri st me
her are the shepherds and Magi. We may al so se
Joseph is often included, his presence seems t
After all, we praise God for Jesus with our f &
shepherds, Wise Men and Mary but the name of ]
l ow profil e? For he is a man to be rememberec

Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. H
skills would have included making fu
crafting agricultural tools. Althoug
profession, he would not have been a

The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joserg

Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jer
Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape t he
Nazaret h. 12 years | ater, Mary and Joseph go
feast. Here they | ose Jesus, only to find Him
Apart from these verses, the New Te&tlaimeen.t 1 s
However, we do know that Joseph was father to

named, and they had 4tSelee Matt tthwav dB8udbt)er s .

And we also know that Joseph was someone who ¢
role in caring for the early I|Iife of the Son c
t hi hmpet just the skills of a | abourer, but the
our &otdaching. Jesus grew up withinatderving
knowing also the good fatherly qualities of Jc
I n the Christmas story, Joseph nt o
him misunderstanding and suspic sept
i n the knowledge that as | ong a poKke
others mattered | ittle. Before Hi s
that Joseph died. It is |ik®&ly on r
responsibilities before He | eft

I n the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody.
fortune. But he was the one who had parental r
ever | ived!

It is sad that we often equate ordinariness wi
used many ordinary people to accomplish great

peopl e. Like Joseph, we @ewdl|toi Enowet mast doimg
May we, this Chrisé&maallresepaosdand @Ebdase Him



AND THERE WERERBS®SHEPH

Lulde story of the birthtboe BHBegassiits tbor iMalriya nttol
woul d be mot hperromifsddheMd ossnigah, the ol d priest
angel that his wife wo@bbwhavewoal dopr épabe tht
| srael for that event, and then Mary and Joseyg
to Bethlehem, as required by the Roman census.
and they settled instead for a convenient stat
Suddenly, Luke c#md gtelse rteh ewe e0éil eshima pwhearntdhe act U
wrote, jué&ndlithker ehaeddeo isnhge pehxearcdtsl y what sheph
after their flocks by night. But thisiaicaltl we
to abandon their sheep and go into Bethlehem t
directi csnisgrmanddant i fy Him. He would be |l ying i
they would recognise that.

And why the shepherds, in thi:¢ tory
Because the event needed witne he ct
woul d be this bunch of scruffy epher
sheeppn. Not hing could spe&ak 1 tly o
purpose than that. This was nc¢ for
power ful, but for everybody. T ranc
the Saviour of the world, and rst v
kings or priests but a handf ul ds.

THE CHRI STMAS LOAATRERP
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HOW FATHER CHRI STMAS GOT AMHERE HE I 'S TO

One person you are bound to run into this Chri
days he seems to frequent shopping malls and ¢
remember that he has been around a | ong ti me ¢

Fat her Chr ids tamhansa ywsa stinit ee dhbedvhd é e st ar of the re
i s oday. He began | ife as Nichol as, born we
por 0 the southern coast of what is now Tur k
fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. F
wh e e almost certainly suffered persecutior
Emp Di ocl eti an.

t
t
t
r
e
Ni ch
m
a

D
s S ¢> B B o}

*
(@)

S was a serious theologian: he was a pé¢
ted the Creed which we stil say today.
i n uabble over the exact nature of the Tri

Ni cholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stoc
beginning. One enduring tale tells of the t
prostitution by giving them gold for their dov
hi m, Ni cholas said he should thank God al one.

for

n — —
O O L Y

Il n the UK, Ni chol as became the basis for Fat he
as a-fjacleldy bearded character. Meanwhi |l e, Dut cl
America with them as Sinter Kl aas and Sankt N i

It was in America that Nicholas received his f
first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New
| i-woer k of writing a Hebrew/ English | exicon, to
Christmdaddee VHisst fs ShowWicmiovassal | y divmewn hley
Ni ght Beforbe Chri st mas

From Cl ement Moore we discoveredc hehemke dStarfNd cvihhc

bearded, and that he travels at night with sl €
was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Ni
fill s &chsitlodcrkeilmngs with toys and sweet s.

So how did we find out that Father CHroilsat mas v
advertising campaign of 1931,taevhbefphnat lyeseodt
Christmas: weari-ngi mmbdigbatradd &ulrarge belt.

These days, it is good that Fat her hri <t mas
doesnhave to pay for petrol get
children in the world on Chris > wi |
million miles at an average sp mi | €
times the speed of sound. For )y f U s
exhausted just rushing around ly f c

a sobering thought.



REFLECTI ONS @RI BHMAG STORY

The
mi s s

Mat t

Thi s
to J
Spiér.

It i
came
true
i mpu
t he

a br

following is a mix of Bible readings and c
ionary to the Far East and now retreat | ea

hew 1:J108 e@ hdi | e mma

is how the birth of Jesus Christ came abo
oseph, but before they came together, she
iot

S not clear at what point Mary told Joseph
as a bombshell. What should he do, knowin
? He was however a righteous man, and he s
|l sively. God spoke to him through a dream,
Holy Spirit, and this gave him the courage
ave decision, but he now knew that the chi

Sins.

| t i
deci
to g

Mat t

Al |
c hi
And

The
prop
God
trus
wi t h

Luke

I n t
Ro ma
Bet h
t her
Wh i |
firs
no r
Thi s
wh at
dwel

s easy when we have difficult decisions to

sions are made sl owly and with prayer. Wh e
uide you clearly, and to give you the cour
hew 1:L22ntgwai ted | mmanuel

this took place to fulfil wdihe vhegLor @i hh

d and give birth to a s@whi ahdkd pwidthle |Us ¢
Joseph gave Him the name Jesus.

pl an of salvation is intimately connected
hecies made | ong ago. God was sending His
i s Twihtilrs uvsst on-bbsbwhgg miradh utder pfiamrmeedr d o ¢
t in Him. Today as you get on with your |
you wi || never be far from your awareness

72 01 Bet hl ehem
hose days Caesar Augustus issued a decree
n &#emwl doseph al so went up from the town of
| ehem the town of David, because he bel ong
e to register with Mary, who was pledged t
e they were there, the time came for the b
tborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths an
oom for them in the inn.
is perhaps the most familiadbptctaeamemiver h
was happening. This was no ordinary c¢chil d
t among us, perhaps the greatest miracle (

M p



agai n,
worl d
ador at

|l et worshidgpramilseavaenyyoun btamet : hel pl es
your 6Brmmarnyuele,i | @ad with us! The Servant
ion and | ove.

LORD God, in this season please hel-powre Kiongddw

wher e
Ki ngdo

Lu

An
n

an
gr
y O
Th
Vi
t h
cr
Co

t h
ht.
t h
at

CcC O o o X

C oo wnwo
wn
o

Lord
wi t h
in t
peop

your | ove for us compels you to become h
m come in and through my | ife today.

e -12: 8 The Shepherds arrive

ere were shepherds | iving out in the fie
An angel of the Lord appeared to them,
ey were terrifiedbDoBoobobtthe ahgeldsal dbtob

joy that wil/l be for all the people. Tod

e is Christ, the Lord.

st visitors are not VIPs but humbl e she
For those who have eyes to see, ther
f God, the one sent by the Father to
i nto Bethlehem that night were aware
ecogni se t-awantedvBMessiahheltong the s

= o 5 = =
o
D

0
a
pray for eyes to see where the glory o
truth that the Savi ouiro Gamsels ¢ hart, t Kiem g
h
g

(72
D

for all people. May my I|ife reflect t
, so that in this Christmas season the

Luke -2513 Angel host s

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
sayidlggry to God in the highest , and on 6earth
The darkness of the Judean hillside was | it wup
messengers sent to herald the birth of the Sav
night, first in praise of God for his act of n
of the peace the child wildl bring to ear4 h. Th
| eave their flocks, and head off into town to
of the Saviour.

Someti mes there are things we too must | eave b
sacrifice is needed, it wildl be worth it just

Luke 2016 Mary ponder s

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,

e Mar y
return

treasured up all these things and ponder
ed, glorifying and praising Géd for all/l



The shepherds became the first e&dhgel wassit hpr
response, and it should be ours too.

But for Mary there followed a time of reflecti
are not opposites. They are i n fact good compa
Thank you, LORD Jesus, that you are still four
share t he &dei sntaodvee rwi tlh ot hers at this ti me. Bu
my inner I|ife, too. Pl ease give mepotnhdaetr ibnagl a n c
reflection, especially in this Christmas seasc¢

For those who | i ke more traditional poen
from a famous one by the American poet
Longfell ow, written in 1863
| heard the Bells on Christmas D
Il heard the bells o mas day
Their old familiar 'l ay,
And wild and sweet 's repeat
Of peace on earth, |l t o men
And in despair | bowed my head:
"There is no peace on earth, ' I S a
"For hate is strong, and mocks the
Of peace on earth, good wi | | t o men
Then pealed the bells more | oud and
"God is not dead, nor doth He sl eep
The wrong shall fail, the right pre
With peace on earth, good wi | | t o m

Ti |1, ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to da
A voice, a chi me, a chant subl i me,
Of peace n earth, good wi | | t o men

By Henry Wadsworth Longfel/
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nter i s amazing time of year. For many o
| come break from a busy touri sifthrsieatsmams wi @ $
gins with many making plans for Christmas d
ans, finishing projects dbfwdrekemblelr . i n pr e
ri stmas | eaves us with many happy memories
ent with those we whom we | ove and have | ov
membrance. A time to remember those people
d enriched them.

earliest childhood memory was from the win
ars ol d, I can remember my grandmother taki
ther and father were in hospital as my brot
d taken the reins of my childcare. Off our
an in Argyll, where on a rather steep hill,
rtaken in.

gr andsmostlheedrge had met al runners, and being
e was particularly proud of it. 't was mai n
nners were shined with sandpaper to such pe
nshine.

grandmother, having found a suitable start
e hill. I can recall we moved at great spee
rselves travelling through a thick bed of r
they naturally slowed our significant forw
und ourselves embedded in amongst the thick
stinctly remember hearing from behind me, n
e of my happiest early memories.

consider it a blessing, that this is my ear
cause it was a joyous mom 'y ga
to why we are all ihersepén i ster
joy time with those whom

grandmot her sadly passed at t
ter a |l ong period of i11n a won
ristian faith and gave up ti me
e local community. To rem deci d
l e of Skye Half Marat hon rai s
zhei mer Scotl and.

en now as we approach anot s wit
e memory of her | aughingn shes
emingly insignificant -haegl skirt
ayed with me all these yea

ny of us have | ost peopl e d. An
re than any other time ca mor e
ason. Where there was onc | oved

My



an empty chair. Many of wus wil/ rai se a gl ass
known and | oved.

By remembering those we have | oved and [ ost, \
their I egacy. We show the impact they had on 1
people they knew. And it gives us comfort to |
them again in the Kingdom of Heaven.

But how is this possible, brothers and sister:
see our | oved ones again? That death i1s not t1I
I n the gospel of Luke Chapter 2 we read:

MMAnd there were shepherds Iliving out in the fi

ni gAbh. amdelt he Lord appeared to them, and the
and they weBruet ttehrer iafnigeediD os aniodt tbde tehmférmag dyou goo

that will cause great joy for all theaes proerd e.
born to you; heheslLTohhids. N slslticsbhy,o@ : sivomu wi | | f i
wrapped in cloths and Iying in a manger.

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
sayifalggry to God in the highedgsto Hda@asen onand oaon
favourowhesat $ he angels had |l eft them and gone |
one aniitetéiego t o Bethlehem and see this thing t
has toldous about.

On tH®ez®mber, thousands of years ago, the mo
hi story occurred. The creator of Heaven and Ez¢
hand of power to dwell with his people in the
manger, under the protection of his parents ar
But why brothers and sisters, was this moment
di vine intervention?

I n the heavenly heights a divine counsel was
were so moved by the fallen nature of humanit)
decision would change the course of human hi st
will, ordained that our Lord Jesus Christ, the
preach the gospel of peace and truth and give
You see brothers and sisters, a barrier had bt
that Dbarrier was not builibutromtiheirclsbamoi tar
of which the substance was the breaking of di\
of the great creator, and we fell far from t he
I recently preaclhedodnd wheao mdomd tios preach on so
try to understand this very question brothers
fiwhoe but alfislpltnhet he gospel of John, our Lord Jc¢
fFor God so |l oved the world that he gave his o
him shall not perid&h but have eternal i fe.

M ¢
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CHRI STMAS THROUGHOUT THE CHRI STI AN WORL

For nearly four weeks | eading up to Christmas
Adveht . m&aomaddig i s a time of 'sGaomiingualr eireerpsa rte
first coming as a baby, but i1t also | ooks for
i n tri unspehc cantd Hiti smiersd abl i sh perfect justice at
Originally Christians mar ked Advent as a ti me
and dr iTrhlkeinnd.hri st mas Day reintrodu€bdi shemst o
celebrations | asted for twelve days, with gif
JanuaToday, however, Advent 1 s more |Iikely to

festivity, with the days f ol icdwinmmgdt W@dnirtfiitdlh mraisg |
on which decorat Mamy &heis¢ manwnsedworl| dwi de ar e
spirit of Advent by setting aside time to pra

Christmas Day is cel ebr at ébd ratsh,t hael tahnonuigvhe rtshaer
not knvowrn. Christians'zedemhbatevier , onh25O0rt hod
(the ancient churches i n Eastern Europe and p

cel ebr ateasn warhyv.i sti ans make a point of taking
DayMany make it the first thing they do as the

On'Banuary the Christmas les w

a celebration of Eg¢ihghan

appearodrhad sti ans remembe i se

men (Magi) to Jesus, bri ol d,

frankincensédhandhmyrsrthmas

exchanging gifts origina se me
were thedéewss{Gaohil es)

Jesust. forms a reminder t was

giving Himself for the benefit of the entire

Orthodox Christians use this day to Tkeall t h
significance of Jesus being baptised was that
their Theggd . mar k the day&bpl psaynggohori Geds, w
sources.

Christmas has never been just Tdamses wipi $tr efag s

seriously recognise that not all t he Wdrel d i s
day after Christmas, Boxing Day, was hHetoric
was the first man to be put to death r aAtnkder t
two days | ater a day remembering thaé kBMaseampte
destroy Jesus by killingAalthomghe nbabises wi el
Christmas Day, it gives Christians &t hweordpdp omhto

suffer as a resul t of the actions of adul t s.

This i1s from: https: / Achhrroiusgthieduntii tsno.rcamd . uk/ c hr
#. WO9LI XxNKhsM



ALL I N THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
| t was:

250 years 'Dge, 1dwW 516 hat JanSemMauues taemd Sheonvsilbislti
Prejudice, Mansfield Park, EmmmawabBobbhang®veAb

copies of her books have been sold, 7,000 of t
175 year s'mego,18®Mm0 4t hat William Sturgeon, phys
inventor died. He created the first electroma

80 years @yeomc N4 7t hat The World Bank, the |In

the I nternational Bank for Reconstruction and
created at the Bretton Woods Conference in Jul
70 years °®Dgo, 16851t hat African American ci vil
give up her bus seat to a white man i&@ MNMoaitaglon
segregation | aws, and | ed t'dt o''Hee Molnd xge)meanyd Btu
of the modern American ci vil rights movement.

Also 70 yeatPeagb955nt B8t Cardiff was procl ai m

65 years 'Dgo, 16609t hat the first episode of th
broadcast on | TV.

60 years Whec¢ bDB622t hat Richard Di-tmdll ebiysi grour
broadcaster, &ifeidr.stThwarBBcCorrespondent, he was
British broadcasting history. Fat her of the TV
Di mbl eby.

40 years 'Pgo, 16857t hat Robert Graves, poet nov
schol ar died.| BElsau dtaBwamevenby ®rt o AlIl That.

30 years 'adlyec tomatl5the European Council announ
currency would be called the Euro.

Al so 30 yeafrPe@agb99bnt2dt the city of Bethlehe
Pal estinian 'coenct rlosir,.aelOnal2s6o passed dozens of
Pal estinian authority.

25 year sDego,200®, that George Bush finally cl &

after the election was held. The results were
15 years @yoc DdM1A 6t hat I reland was granted a
European Union to rescue its banks and other f
10 years 4Ylyeoc DM15 9t hat Jimmy Hill, football p

football MEVchenies®&83)Dadi ed.



GOD I N THE SCI ENCES

This series i s written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz
Faraday I nstitute for Science and Rel. i on in

The I ncarnation: fearfully and wo y mad
My frame was not hidden from you as ma
when | was woven together in the f the
Your eyes saw my unformed body; a ays o
written in your book 2

before one of them ca#wé& to be. Psalm 139:15

You began | ife as a single cell. For a few hou
of jelly, wuntil it began to divide: two cell s,
somet hing more recognisably I|like a living orga
nervous system, a head, a body, arms and | egs.
Unt il recént hpubhbadioch about Jesus being an e
thought even more shocking than His birth. Ho w
become something so completely and utterly vul
devel opment of adéeltiiled wWappepoedi bne just to | e
Christmas story go untol d.

Today, when we see images of a developing chil
harder to ignore the process of Jesus devel opi
God Son went through all the stages in the dia
@ygomeobvdbh dstéoenpdtant ati on, and so on.

Jesus was there in the beginning, and all i fe
remaining aloof, He chose to become one of us.
DNA as every other organism on the planet. He

hungry and thirsty, pain and pleasure, dark an

Il n Psalm 139, the wr&teéemtisnamedikhatwil eg gen oGo di
he was an embryo. Theide kino wn atbloiutg hGand danasrreve

obscure hi®m kigmtGodhe incar@atnbnmmegnwi thats
extends even further. He became one of wus, I|iwv
materi al natur e.

The transcendent God is also i mmanent, |l ongi ng
as fragile as we are so He could rescue us fro
With His help, we can remember what it means t

Reproduced by permission from Merry Christmas
and refl Bdtted by Wendy H. Jones,AsAsnoyc iRaothii onns oonf
Christian 2Wrli8t)er s



ADVENT PRAYER
Chaotic and bright
|l i ke paint smeared on the edges of creation

the colours of Advent crackle into being.

Bl ue of the waiting sky

where hope settles | i ke dawn before sunrise.
Purple of | onging and courage

the shade of prayers whispered in the darKk.
Green of promise growing

gui et shoots pushing through cold soill
Christmas glows in colours too.

Gold of glory and surprise

hidden in a manger and in the faces of strang:¢
Red of | ove that risks and reaches and sacrif.i
warm as firelight nd fierce as justice.

«

a
White of angels and snowfall
the colour of new b

eginnings and rebirth.

God is never one ¢c

God is the shi mmer S .
The deep indigo of

The soft silver of

The radiant f 1 ame

Life is painted with sacred colours.

The bruised tones of sorrow.

The bright hues of joy.

The bold strokes of grace.

Some days we |ive in Advent bl ue.

Some days we shine Christmas gol d.

Every day we are drenched in the colours of G¢

E E Hamilton 2026
Facebook: Whispers of Grace"
Submitted by Donna N



The Greatest Gi ft

Christmas is very much a time of year when ¢t
are centuries old whilst other€hanrstmasefrkbmey
whole family gathers round the tv to watch sor
not just any film as for many famihegssimpliyg n
wat ch everopy yse@re.r ot hy clicking her red shoes
ot he® sl mdi ana Jones crdacskudmegn ohti sa |whniep wahnedn Il s

watch Steve McQueen in the vhhoepne hehawi Itlhiasc twiall
mot or bi ke over that barbed wire fence and escé
all others encapsul atesinl@hbhr Ws h the sffsutba rtrhi énegl 9J4a6m
Stewart in which the hero George Bailey comes
to himself but to his family and his communit.y

What i s perhaps not so well Knoewn steeebeh o st ol
it is based and the history of F e to
Apparently, the idea for the boc t he
Stern inaamaddwkbam he woke up he Kk t he v
woul d be without needid@& ga tsh aorhtar ng.
about 24 pagecallldinte iathrde dddeustt Gi

unf ortunately no one was prepar e i sh i
for 200 copies to be printed at - XxXpens
Christma®neapontist hese cards somef - nt o t
of the filmmaker Frank Caprawhohe showed it toc
was eager to star in aehobughadbawatn®hant Ssunac
the studio actual ldy ulnastl memaey .| altterwawhren it
on tv that i1t became the perennial favourite t
The short story differs in several ways from
more characters aands nsailtluabtoiookn sc atnhasnupport. The

George giving up his future so that his brothe
the story of how Potter takes ®vkusilhnesnsaonyn ar

way & intot your typical Chri st rsass eetn taetr tCahirni nset nma
Perhaps difficult for us to realise but when t
very unusual to have as its central character
suicidal. There is also domestic aBus$eyvesheude
by a c&iamtmniabns. Yet it is ultimately an uplif
say to wus all, reflecting as it does much abol

One Chri stGmas geve el |l s the strangea Whodgpeppta

fOt her men are |l eading exciting | ives. I never
| ooks as i f | never wi ||l . I nil gmmevegmushdas el
The stwhaoges never called an angel in the book
Clarence grants George his wish . Throughout t



Geordglei fe really has made a difference to hi ms
had saved his brother from drowning but now t

par &messe. The bank where he had workedebBas gc¢
becausemahéyiwas stolen by the man who appliec¢
banlkkn the fil mdMarye Gereveg _ ; : :

in the book, s he &mabrrroitehse rt

to drink and abuses his wig SEEy Ge
realises his mistake and r
stranger ,heggihmpglei mveryt = 2
what ibtefwodtse wanna Iiheeshga
George goes back to the r e o TN
| ife which he has now comeh
l'ife that really mattered ; ar
The experience hads mrdtantghea sa ne -

George Bail ey.

Someti mes we too may f eeld laickhe eGeeadr greu cthh a tt hva

t he power fulwiand sfoaoomoubse f orgotten and | eave n
iGr eat efsthoGwsf twe all have our part to play. 1In
Georipe r ange ikEasaPh @&nalni fe touches so mang ot her
around he | eaves @nh@We? uda yh ofleeeldoienssni gni fi cant
we know that God has a plan for each and ever"
born. Since God is on our side and cares for
family, to our community but modAtt itrhpeo retnan tolfy
film @edrrgpgg her calls him the richest man in t
surrounds him. We knowttolpatar@od iich limmvd haend hw
this book and film is perfect to enjoy over C

Christmas ti mer blegaiuset He greatest gi ft.

A happy and peacef ul Christmas to you all. A
or nidmoént f ofEgety time a bell ringl!ls an angel ge

Heat her Quaye

CHRIST
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At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God'’s Son and our Saviour
coming into the world as a baby, 23>
and we look forward to the time
when Jesus will come again,
not as a baby but as the
King of kings and Lord of lords!

read
John 14:3 {Z
A baby needs clothes
to keep warm like
a snuggly sleep suit {Z A babbygweedﬁksomiwhere
or a vest and nappy. to be born like at home
i &3 orin a hospital.

What were you dressed in?
Jesus was wrapped in

Where were you born?

Jesus was born
in a stablein

..............................
.......................................

A baby needs

A baby needs aname.
somewhere . What name were
to sleep like ou called?

a crib or a cot. Y N
What did you Jesus was given

sleep in? a special name
. that had a

Jesussleptina , special meaning.

read

read Luke 2:7 / ,

& 23> Matthew 1:21-23
HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

NADOLIG LLAWEN <CK NOLLAIG CHRIDHEIL )23> NOLLAG SHONA
JOYEUX NOEL e FELIZ NAVIDAD ¢ BUON NATALE ¢ GOD JUL * FROHE WEIHNACHTEN

Dec250 deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk

HY



Wor dsealBpmrihphany

6Manuary bringkse Epi phtangf the Wise Men to the
t hewha @t, he name of an ancient priestly caste fr
there were three: Balthasar, Caspar and Mel chi

dom and wealth, incense is a symbol of worshinp
i nn@and even embal ming. Jesus challenged and set
dl ed all three of these things.

Find the following words in the grid below
Epi phany Visit Wi s e Me n Ma g i
Mel chi or Gol d Weal t h wi sdom I n
Symbol Heal i ng Embal mi ng Ancient

mmwnzmo2—0Or—2—
ZM<<XIXIXIT>OXIX—2mMmM
Nr><W_HO0nNn=2<—MN--
US—mMm>UOU—"r—40nIxX2
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Crossword

Across

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jc¢
7 D&avilbird son, killed when his head got cauc
a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18: 14, 15)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South
and early 16th centuries (5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian extractiol
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

15 First World War heroine shot bg¢g.theé) Ger man:
17 Stormy (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, together with | at
was the Passover menu for anyone wunclean (Nur

21 Arson (anag.) (5)

22 How John Newt asn gdreasccer iikbme awirGso fdy enin | (7)
23 Habitation (Il saiah 27:10) (10)
Down

1 @&nd see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8)

2 The wicked man flees though no one pursues,
areéass a |lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh,

woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the r ¢
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)

5 City and |l ake in Central Switzerland (7)

6 Of fer yourébbgigsaad pbleasgng to God ( R
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) |
12 One who accepts government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance commonly wused in Jewish
16 He askdé&thales ® ahn h1?8: 38) ( 6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

20 You are to give him theé hnameebed s, becaus:e
from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)



14

12

16

17

21

SWWDOK U

Solutions to these puzzles

22

15

20

18

19

a1

2

1

© 2008 KrazyDad.com

are given o

oM



December i s sometimes a time of year f(
for 8opdr ot ection, both during I|ife, and
The Compassing of God
The compassing of God and of His right
Round my form and frame, protecting may
Hi gh 8Kicnoompassing and grace of Trinity
Round me abiding ever eternally,

Round me abiding ever eternally.
The Threempassing my-melRinsl,d in my |ife
The Téhreempassing my shielsd etnlersqugh t hi
The T&hreempassing my shield this night
From hate, from harm, from act, from e\

From hate, from harm, from act, from
An ancient Celtic prayer
Happy Death
Thou God of salvation great, outpour
On my soul Thy graces from above
As up the sun of the heights doth soar
And on my body outpours its | ove.
Needs must that | die and go to rest,
Nor know I where or when i1t wild/l be;
But i f of thy graces unpossest,
So | am | ost everlastingly.
Death of anointing, repentance due,
Death of joy, deathh of peaceful ness gi\
Death of grace, death of forgiveness t 1
Death that endows | igwf.e with Christ and
An ancient Celtic prayer

on
at i

hand
it

s day
t hrou
il ab

evi |

ue,
heav



REMEMBERREINGVEREMME MBRANCE

Remembr ance

I n November we co
How war tore our

From vill age and

Men and boys | eft
Mot hers and wives
Saw their brave vy
For some it meant
As they gave thei
Anot her Man | eft

To rescue this wo
It cost Him His |
So new |ife could
I n this world the
But the time wil/l
When the earth sh
As the waters cov
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SHEPHERDS TO BHEPHER
(Luke202:8o0ohnl10:11)

You will find the baby,
Said the angel,

You will find the baby
Il n Bethl ehem

The baby of glory and peace,
The baby of good news and joy.

So the shepherds began

Their journey of trust

I n the word of the Lord.
Hurrying,

Finding,

Telling,

Gl orifying,

Praising,

't was just as the angel had sai g

And they went back to watch over Jtheir f
Having met one of their own.

By Daphne|] Ki tchin

about making New
e of John Wesl ey

the good you can

t he means you can
the ways you can
the places you can

the times yogu can

the people you can
as ever you can.



ON THE FEASTHBR STEP

Everyone knows that it wa@oomn tkhegf &Veasntc écfl aSt
Af ter® aild ,a iG@hr ibsutmawsh yc@a rfollé he ng about Chri stn
young page who rustled up some fl esh,(dsiepe an
and crispbaaardd aekkemd| yCmoinstr méons Bu't

The cl dehei f eiast 6wHi Sh efpdiPlas eanh e@Gx iordga Dawe
know it. That, too, has nothing to do with Ch
put a contribu®i baxes &asadekmepd of Chri st mas
during the year.

The Stephen whose feast day falls on the day
(You can read his story in the book of Acts).
its very early days, and found himself involyv
of food to those in need. The apostles, who w

hem t&oe ravbea disdacbnt dper ye ascehli encgt eadn dt

appropriate for t
to do the job for
spokesman for t

them. Stephen, however, qui
e Christian cause.

this new and hi herto unknown evangelist. The
firing a warnin shot, as it were, across the
arrested Stephe and accused him of speaking
reli-gihi@oly 6pt heeTemphe) casd oms Moses htameled d
Law)® altways dangerous to criticise a monument

0
h
The Temple authorities, who had already had t
t
g
n

Given the right to defend himself, Stephen in
biting account of Jewish history, cul minating
worst possible sin by killing the Messiah. | n
pretence of | egal i mpartiality, rushing towar
where they began to stone him to death. Steph
hail of rocks f @&r Scolnaiwnaisn g hteh gtr oMarsyed Messi ah
That is most probably the reason why the firs
celebrate the bisGrtah boift tlhiek eSatvhieo unmmy rirth-ai n t he
reminder, as we celebrate, that the bitter sh

By David Wi

*




BLYTHSWOOD CHRI STMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 2072

This year as many of you know we decided to c
for Christmas as a congregation, to combine o
work together.

We started with a shoebox wrapping session in
demonstration of how to do it by | sabel Mac Le
since it first started in 1983. Of course, we
wrapped 35 boxes, with no idea how many we Wwo
The project was | aunched in our church at the
included the Blythswood shoebox appeal video.
be seen on their website httpss /webllly twosrwoho dw aot
new video, which focuses on boxes being deliyv
villages in Ukraine and shows the delight the
peopl e. Further moving information on the nee

the news section https:-hekbry8 /swood. org/ bl yth

Af ter the service we had a del

the church hall with our wrap di s

taking away to fill . Tt might to b

Christmas i nd Aruegaulslity bruevert t oof e re.

shoebox contributors gather ar ro

open for bargains in the shops_ asons

Filled boxes started to pile up at

October, and by the end of the mon

them all to Evanton we had coll ect

Bexpectations. Since then, we heard

“were sent from Skye, a wonder ful r

in from all over th- ° @ "Pnd b

coll ected from churches, schoo Bl y
Portree. J’
g

Wor king together on this projel s c

smmpeople from other chi@ t he

2Jcommunity was heartening for all of

sitself. Some filled one or more box

IiInecessary items such as hats, socks

@positive experience and hopefully w

S starting even earlier than August.




Thank you to everyone who participated in any
them, organising the church | unch, and packi nq
and to Sandor our minister and the Kirk Sessi

Catriona MacDonal d

THE BENEFI TS OF FELLOWSHIP

The following is the text of an email I recei
for After Morning Worship Fellowship onja Sun
news, but it can help to bring |ight to t hos
This past summer, on August 3, 2025, I i site
After the service, |l joined some memberg¢g of t
conversations with the minister and othg¢r chu
incredible hospitality I felt while I wgds at
foreign church as | did with you. Sever 3l me n
to ask where I was from and what Dbrough me t
you sincerely.

After the service, | spoke with-yeemed meifpbers
daughter and about why | was traveling | one
l' ight to help me continue |iving withou my d
with you truly helped me and showed me hat C
di fficult ti me.

Kind regards,

Ani ta van Gaal en

The Netherl ands




THE ROBI N ONS MMASEHRARD

The Robin on my Christmas Card
Upon a postbox, red

He fixed me with a gaze quite hard
And this is what he said:

i, viewer of this Christmas card
I bet th&tkgow don

Why | wupon this card am here

To bring a Yul eti
| saidfot dikhidm,e, d
Reveal your secre
|l see you all the
And hear your jJoy

iSo why, O Robin,
When Gyemuar ound all
On |l awn, or branc
Why now this Cbri

He said to me tha
The postmen you would see

Their jackets wviivid red would gl ow

Ain fact, they |l ooked | i ke me!

fFrom then til!] now my bright red breas
And cheery trilling tweet

Has come upon the Christmas f est
To bring a Christmas treat!

By Ni gel Beeton
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SOME QUOTES FORMACHRI

The I ncarnati on

The incarnation of Christ is the cl eares
i mage ofLa@o@nce Adams

To perceive Christmas through its wrappi
-E B White

This most tremendous tale of all|,

Seen in -glasai weddew

A Baby #Bnsdmldx

From John @l i stmaas

Filling the worl dAHgubktesein a manger!
Remember, Christ was not a deified man,
perfectly God and at th€ 8sa®putgmenpertfe
Christ took our flesh upon hi m t-ThawWatHso m
With friends andérelatives in mind

We make a |iving by what we getDuanie Hnalk
The human species, according to the best
di stinct races, the men whoChartew, Lamb
Strange to see how a good dinneSaaneél f e
of all the awkward people in your house
very mQc®.Lewis

Gossip is letting tAmeonchat out of the ba
A good example i sAnde best ser mon.

You can make more friends in two months
you can in two years by trying-Dal egeGaron
Happiness i s maddFer etnoc hb ep rsohvaerrebd .
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