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     OUR REFORMED CHRISTIAN FAITH 

 

After hundreds of years of persecution, and then victorious expansion, Christianity gradually 

developed into a strong hierarchical institution rather than remaining the faithful fellowship of 

Jesusô disciples. The Church became deformed by earthly challenges of power, money, and 

ceremonies, neglecting  its real call to be the Body of Christ in the world. It had to be 

reformed to its initial mission. The main intention of the Protestant Reformation movement of 

the 16
th
 century was no more than to restore the Churchôs fundamental biblical and spiritual 

values. It all started on 31
st
 October 1517, when a monk-priest called Martin Luther nailed 95 

Theses to the church door in Wittenberg (Germany), wanting to challenge the abuses of his 

church, and call it back to the Scriptures. As the Rome-centred leadership (Vatican) refused 

any changes by excommunicating Luther from the Church, the Protest-movement gradually 

became what we know as the Protestant Reformed Church. The Reformers like Luther, 

Zwingli, Calvin, Melancton, Cranmer, Knox and many others began to define the 

fundamental truths of a biblical Reformation. This process was finalized during the following 

hundreds of years into five statements of the true biblical faith named The Five Solas ï in 

Latin, meaning: ñONLYò ï By Grace alone, Through Faith alone, In Christ alone, 

According to Scripture alone, and For Godôs Glory alone. 

 My magazine message this time wants to remind you all these five fundamental truths of our 

Protestant Reformed Faith. 

 

1. ï BY GRACE ALONE. ï GRACE is the cause of our Salvation: éit is by Grace you have 

been saved, through faith ï and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God ï not by 

works, so that no-one can boasté (Ephesians 2: 8-9). Salvation is a free gift of God to 
man. It is given by Godôs Grace alone, and not through any merit on the part of the 

Christian; as Martin Luther said: - God alone by His grace through Christ justifies sinners.                            

                                     GRACE  =  Godôs Riches At Christ Expense. 

 

2. ï BY FAITH ALONE. ï FAITH in Salvation is a free gift: Clearly no-one is justified before 

God by the Law, because ñthe righteous will live by faithò (Galatians 3: 11). We are 
judged righteous in the sight of God purely on the basis of our faith. Salvation is not 

based on any human effort or good deeds. Martin Luther argued: - éthis is the chief 
article of the whole Christian doctrine, which comprehends the understanding of all 
godliness.             

                                         FAITH  =  Forsaking All I Trust Him. 

 

3. - CHRIST ALONE. Emphasises the role of Jesus in our Salvation: éyou are a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare 

the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light (1 Peter 2: 9). 
Protestants insist that no other special form of priesthood is necessary to replace Salvation 

through Christ because Jesus is the One who offers access to God, not a human leading 
power. Jesus is our ñHIGH PRIESTò who intercedes on our behalf before the Father, being 

able to sympathize with our weaknesses (Hebrews 4: 15). 
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4. - SCRIPTURE ALONE. THE BIBLE is the only infallible source of Divine revelation and 
the final authority for matters of faith and practice in Church. ñAll Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, 
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3: 16
-17). The Bible is clear to all people regarding the essential truths of the Christian Gospel 

of Salvation. Through the Holy Spirit, individuals can, by themselves interpret the 
Scriptures responsibly, as Salvation is contained within the Bible alone. Since 

Reformation, the Bible has been translated into 724 languages, the New Testament into 
1,617, and smaller portions of the Bible into other 1,248 languages (from: Wicliffe Global 

Alliance,- September 2022). 

 

5. ï TO THE GLORY OF GOD ALONE. The Glory of God is the goal of human life. So, 

whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God (1 Corinthians 

10: 31). In essence, this summarises the other four statements. Our Christian attitude 
should always be of total humility, whether it is in our secular vocation or our praise on 

a Sunday morning: - TO GOD ALONE BE ALL THE GLORY. As our Salvation is by  
Grace alone then God shall receive all the Glory. Ulrich Zwingli, the Swiss Reformer 

once said: We cannot but admit that not even the least thing takes place unless it is 
ordered by GodéIndeed, nothing is too small in us or in any other creature, not to be 

ordered by the all-knowing and all-powerful providence of God. 

 

While the Reformers of the 16
th
 century wrote of all these FIVE SOLAS in various period 

writings, they are not all together until the 20
th
 century through our Protestant Reformed 

Systematic Theology. 

Within all the changes, chances, and challenges , either in personal, family and church life, I 

just hope and pray that these five fundamental TRUTHS of our Christian Faith will always 

have the final sayé if we truly believe in Him: The Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Holy 

Trinity, one, eternal God. Amen. 

Sandor, your Minister. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

A Prayer for September  

 

Dear Father in heaven, 

September is a time of change, a change of season, changes in many areas of our 
lives as a new term begins and new opportunities present themselves. It can be a 
time of challenge and uncertainty for many of us as well as excitement.  

Thank you Lord, that You never change, Your promises never change, Your Holy-
Spirit inspired Word never changes. You are constant and rock-solid, always. 

Help us to remember that You make all things new when we put our trust in Jesus, 
You give us new life and new ways of understanding, but help us also to remember 
that You never contradict Your revealed self. Help us always to check out our thinking 
with what You say in Your Word. Help us to be faithful to You as we take each step 
forward, each new day. 

In Jesus name, Amen  

By Daphne Kitching 
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SESSION CLERKôS REPORT 

 

Since the publication of the Easter edition of the church magazine, Kirk Session has met on 

five separate occasions ï one of which was a joint meeting of the Sessions of Portree and 

Kilmuir & Stenscholl.  The sole or main topic of discussion at each of these meetings was 

the forthcoming Union of Portree with Kilmuir & Staffin. 

In addition to the above, the presbytery of Lochcarron-Skye met on three occasions to 

discuss arrangements for Unions and / or boundary changes for seven of the eight parishes 

in the area.  Only Strath & Sleat parish is to be unaffected by changes. 

We are now at the stage where the Basis of Deferred Union for Portree, Kilmuir and Staffin 

has been approved , and with permission to call a minster pro tem of Kilmuir and Stenscholl, 

the next step will be to constitute a Nominating Committee for the vacant post. 

The successful applicant would initially be minister of Kilmuir & Stenscholl until Sandorôs 

retirement, after which the person would become minister of the united parish of Portree, 

Kilmuir and Staffin Church of Scotland.  The agreement has also been reached that the 

Portree Manse will continue to be the manse for the parish. 

At this important time in the life of our church we ask for the support of all worshippers in our 

three churches to be united and that all pray for a successful outcome to our search for a 

new minister. 

Another matter that has been discussed is the lack of young people in church  -  especially 

in our Sunday School. 

We are blessed with a wonderful team of leaders who make the teaching about Jesus and 

his life an exciting and enjoyable experience for our young people.                                     

We are equally blessed with another team who are available to operate a cr¯che facility 

which allows parents to attend morning worship while their child or children are at Sunday 

School. 

Two of our elders are hoping to arrange a visit to Bun-Sgoil Gh¨idlig Phort Righ to talk to the 

young people about the church.  

Young people are the future of our church, and we would ask members of our congregation 

ï and any others who read this article ï to encourage any children or grand-children to come 

along to the church at 11.00 am on any Sunday during school term time. 

 

God bless you all. 

 

Bill 
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TREASURERôS REPORT 

Continuing with the forthcoming Union of Portree and Kilmuir & Stenscholl parishes, and 

looking at the financial situation, the following are agreed :- 

Ŀ The property and funds belonging to or held on behalf of each congregation 

shall belong to the united charge and transference of funds to accounts under 
the new name of the parish will be effected. 

Ŀ For the interim period until October 2027, Kilmuir & Stenscholl has confirmed 

that it has the funds available to meet the costs associated with the appointment 
of a minister.  After the Union, the Giving to Grow contributions for the joint 

charge will be met from the combined assets of the two former parishes. 

 

The current financial position of Portree Church continues to be sound. 

 

For the first seven months of the year our General Fund income has shown a very slight 

increase on that for the corresponding period in 2022,  At the same time, expenditure from 

the General Fund has decreased by 6%. 

 

Increased usage of the Church Hall has been very welcome and has generated increased 

income compared to 2022.  The reduction in frequency of cleaning and sanitising the 

church has led to decreased expenditure. 

 

Income to the Renovation Fund is similar to that for 2022 with expenditure to date being 

our donation to the DEC Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal and the cost of flowers in 

church. 

 

A full financial report is issued to all Trustees of the church (Kirk Session and 

Congregational Board members) at each meeting held, with trends and explanations of 

any necessary items detailed by the Treasurer.  In addition, the finances for each full year 

are published in the Annual Accounts which are made available to members of the 

congregation and posted on the church website. 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have such a generous congregation who give not only for 

our commitments to the Church of Scotland, but also to the upkeep of our church buildings 

and to charitable causes. 

 

For this, and your continued support, I thank you. 

 

Bill 
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 ñI HAVE A DREAMò 

Sixty years ago, on 28
th
 August 1963, Dr Martin Luther King Jr delivered his famous ñI 

Have a Dreamò speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the March on 

Washington for Jobs and Freedom. The civil rights rally was attended by about 200,000 

supporters, including many A-list film celebrities released temporarily by their studios. 

 

His words influenced the Federal government to take more direct action to create racial 

equality, in for instance the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Fair 

Housing Act of 1968. 

 

King had been advised not to use the Dream format at Washington. He had used the idea 

before, and his adviser, the Revd Wyatt Tee Walker, described it as ñhackneyed and trite.ò 

The idea was to use a new speech with the theme ñnormalcy never again.ò But King was 

prompted by gospel singer Mahalia Jackson to re-use the Dream idea, and he went ahead 

with it, much to Walkerôs dismay. But it had an enormous impact and is now regarded as 

perhaps one of the most influential speeches in American history. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr, born in 1929, was an American Baptist minister who became one of 

the most prominent leaders in the American civil rights movement from 1955 until his 

assassination, apparently by James Earl Ray, on 4
th
 April 1968, in Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

The autopsy revealed that although he was only 39 years old, King "had the heart of a 60-

year-oldò. He had said shortly before being shot that he was not afraid of dying. 

 

On 14
th
 October 1964, King had won the Nobel Peace Prize for combating racial inequality 

through non-violent resistance. 
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THE COMMUNITY FOODBANK 

 

In Matthew 25 v35&36 we have these words 'For I was hungry and you gave me something 

to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 

in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 

and you came to visit me'. 

Powerful and thought-provoking words. As Christians we have a duty to look after the 

physical well-being of others as well as the spiritual well-being of those around us. This leads 

us the words 'Do unto others as you would have them do to you'. This is a central teaching of 

Jesus, often referred to as the Golden Rule. These words are a command based on the 

words of Jesus in The Sermon On The Mount. Jesus summarises the sermon by stating that 

the kingdom is not just about feeling empathy but living it out. Matthew 7 v 12 has these 

words 'so in everything, do to others as you would have them do to you, for this sums up the 

Law and the Prophets'. 

We are called by Christ to speak the gospel while also administering and caring for the less 

fortunate. Christ sees our acts of kindness and mercy, no matter how big or small. It is about 

acts of kindness, compassion, and gentleness we do without having to think about them. 

What we do for others we do for Jesus. We will then receive God's mercy and love. We 

should remember all our possessions are a gift from God. We are custodians on our earthly 

journey. The Lord gives but he can also take at any time. We should pray with thanks for 

physical and spiritual blessings we receive. 

Does society at times look at those in need and not help because they believe they deserve 

the situation they are in? Yes, some are in the situation they find themselves in because of 

their actions. We however are not to judge or condemn them. Only God can judge because 

his standards are perfection. Our role is to show God's love by showing compassion towards 

them when we do we become Christ-like. Our service towards others reflects the condition of 

our hearts. In service we are ministering to Jesus himself. 

We are still surprised how often we get asked 'Do we really need a Foodbank in Skye?'. The 

answer sadly is a very definite, YES. It takes courage to ask for help and certainly we have 

not had anyone come to us who did not merit assistance. People tend however to leave 

requests to times when it is approaching desperation. We would prefer earlier intervention so 

that they could use funds they have for heating etc. While we are happy to receive direct 

requests for help, it is preferred when 'clients' go directly to agencies we support such as 

Citizens Advice Bureau. They are trained to assist with other support such as possible grant 

fundings. 

The last year has been challenging with the economic crisis, fuel costs affecting many. We 

have witnessed a number of new clients, many who are in employment. Worrying is the 

number of households who require long term support while historically support tended to be 

short term. 

We are fortunate in having a strong bank of volunteers, with some also being on 

management committee acting as Trustees. The group work well together and indeed have 

built a strong friendship carrying out this work. We have a North Skye Branch, based in 

Portree and a South Skye Branch based in Broadford. 
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We all like statistics and here are figures for bags issued over last few years. 

 

 

Frightening figures. We hopefully will see a slight drop post pandemic, this year, never the 

less the worrying trend is upwards. 

One of our greatest assets is the use of premises at 'Togamaid', the Church Hall. We are most 

grateful to the Church for this facility. Our Church is represented in the Foodbank by Mogie 

Gillies, Mary Cameron and Roddy Beaton. The box is still available at the Church door for non

-perishable foods, and we are so thankful to have such a supportive congregation. 

Please pray for the work we do locally, also Foodbanks further afield. Also please prayerfully 

remember those starving in other parts of the world. By giving and praying we can make a 

difference as the Lord provides. 

 

May the Lord bless each one of you. 

Mary, Mogie and Roddy 

 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 

383 358 723 1076 3406 2766 2890 
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Some famous hymns of praise and thanksgiving were written in astonishing circumstances 

of pain and distress.  óNow Thank We All Our Godô is no exception.  

 

THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN:  NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD 

 

Now thank we all our God 

With heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things hath done, 

In whom His world rejoices; 

Who, from our motherôs arms, 

Hath blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, 

And still is ours today. 

 

Oh may this bounteous God 

Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

And blessed peace to cheer us; 

And keep us in His grace, 

And guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills 

In this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 

The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

Whom earth and heaven adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

And shall be evermore. 

 

By Martin Rinkart  
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The joy and serenity of this hymn are staggering when you learn the circumstances in which this 

was written. Martin Rinkart was a pastor at Eilenberg, Saxony, during the terrible Thirty Yearsô 

War (1618-1648).   

 

As a walled city, Eilenberg offered some protection to the inhabitants. No wonder that political 

and military refugees of all sorts poured into the city, making it dangerously overcrowded. Soon 

the water supply was fouled, the sanitation overwhelmed, and the food ran out ï leaving people 

famished and diseased.   

 

In 1637 a terrible pestilence swept through the city, killing some 8,000 people, including Rinkartôs 

beloved wife. By that time Rinkart was the only minister left in Eilenberg because the others had 

either died or fled for their lives. Rinkart alone conducted the burial services for 4,480 people, 

sometimes taking as many as 40 to 50 funerals a day! 

 

Eilenberg was besieged and overrun three times ï once by the Austrian army and twice by the 

Swedes. When a Swedish general demanded the town pay him 30,000 thalers, Martin Rinkart 

pleaded that the impoverished city could never meet such a levy, but the general scorned him. At 

that, Rinkart turned to his companions and said: óCome, my children, we can find no mercy with 

man; let us take refuge with God.ô On his knees there and then, Rinkart led his friends in a 

fervent prayer and in the singing of a hymn. The Swedish commander was so moved that he 

decided that the levy be not 30,000 thalers, but instead 1,350 thalers.   

 

Somehow, out of the hell of the Thirty Years War, came this lovely hymn of peace and total trust 

in God. Martin Rinkart had had to dig deep into his faith to survive, and the result was utter, 

serene dependence on God ï despite chaos and destruction all around. 

 

Some Observations on our Christian faith 
 
They stand best who kneel most. ï Anon 
 
Prayer moves the hand which moves the world. ï Anon 
 
What we know of God encourages us to trust Him in all we donôt know. ï Anon 
 
The Kingdom of God is simply Godôs power enthroned in our hearts. Faith in the 
Kingdom of God is what makes us light of heart and is what Christian joy is all 
about.  ï John Main 
 
Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.                                   
ï Martin Luther King 
 
Certain thoughts are prayers.  There are moments when, whatever be the attitude 
of the body, the soul is on its knees.                                                                              
ï Victor Hugo 
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PICTURE PARABLE 

 

Once you have read the story, why not colour it in. 
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PRAISE YOU IN THIS STORM 
 

A song I regularly play in the pre-service worship is "Praise You in This Stormò by the 
American worship band Casting Crowns. 

Great songs do not just come out of nowhere, and there is quite a story behind the Casting 
Crowns hit, "Praise You in This Storm." In a book called Lifestories, Mark Hall, the band's 
frontman and chief songwriter, tells the stories behind the songsðincluding this one about 
a little girl dying of cancer who never gave up her trust in Jesus . . . and her mother who 
literally stood on the promises of God through the whole ordeal. The following story has 
been adapted and condensed from the book. 

He Gives, and Takes Away by Mark Hall. 

Laurie Edwards watched her little girl gasping for air and wanted to breathe for her. She 
wanted the Maker of breaths to swoop in and fill her child's lungs and dissolve every 
tumour with His mere glance. She wanted another miracle. 

It was the early morning of Saturday, October 30, 2004. Ten-year-old Erin Browning lay in 
a hospice bed in her home, in such pain and shortness of breath that, in fear and 
exasperation, she could manage only one request of her mother. 

"Just read the Scriptures!" she said. 

So, Laurie began reading the Scriptures. She included Erin's favourite passage, Proverbs 
3:5-6. From 1 a.m. until 5 a.m., loved ones took turns reading aloud the Word of God over 
a child in the last, cruellest stages of cancer's grip. Little Erin had battled for more than 
three years. 

And now the end was near. Laurie tried to refuse to believe it, but her trust in the Lord 
remained steadfast. She was frightened and faithful all at once. She prayed for an eleventh
-hour miracle. And she kept reading the Scriptures, as Erin had asked. 

At one point, Laurie placed her Bible on the floor and stood on it, literally standing on the 
Word of God as she read over her child. Finally, after the long night of reading Scripture 
followed by another long night of hopeful prayer, Laurie consented for a hospice nurse to 
administer an IV with medicine that essentially placed Erin in a painless coma on Sunday 
afternoon. There would be no more gasping for breath. 

I met Erin Browning on Valentine's Day, 2004 at Westover Church in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. Erin loved Casting Crowns, and, after six years of dance lessons, had 
choreographed a dance to our song "Here I Go Again." When Laurie initially contacted us, 
we made arrangements to meet their family before that concert. Three months later, Erin 
danced for the last time as her mother and two sisters joined her for a performance of 
"Here I Go Again" at The Carolina Theatre. 

I was gripped by the imagery of Laurie's standing on her Bible and quoting Scripture over 
her sick little girl. After all the e-mail updates and prayers, that moment melted my heart 
and sparked the lyrics to this song. 

I kept up with Erin's condition through Laurie's e-mails detailing the family's wrenching 
ordeal. Every e-mail described a change in Erin's condition. One e-mail would offer hope: 
"There is a new treatment, so please be praying." So, we would pray, and then the next e-
mail would report, "It's not working." 
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Sometimes Laurie had questions: "What's going on? I feel like I'm all alone in this." But her love 
of Jesus remained fervent even though she questioned what was going on and did not really 
understand the reasons. It was raw, rare faith, and it was inspiring. 

On June 21, 2004, I e-mailed Laurie to tell her that I was writing a song for Erin entitled "Praise 
You in This Storm." Upon the news, Erin screamed so loud that it hurt Laurie's ears. Erin never 
got to hear the song, but Laurie heard it for the first time when her mother bought the CD on the 
day it was released and took it to the school where Laurie works. The two women sat in the car, 
listened to the song, and "cried and cried and cried." 

"Erin would be so happy to know that other people were being touched by something written for 
her, because she was never about herself. She was about other people," Laurie said. "Other kids 
at school would say 'I want to be like Erin.' And she would say, 'No, you do not. You want to be 
like Jesus.'" 

I was impressed with Laurie's faith, but Laurie will tell you how much she was impressed with 
Erin's faith. Erin was six years old when she prayed to receive Christ. She was diagnosed with 
cancer when she was seven, and by the time she was eight she was visiting area churches to 
give her testimony. 

Four months after Erin was first diagnosed, a second bone scan revealed that the cancer was 
gone. Doctors called the results remarkable. Laurie and Erin called it a miracle. Emboldened by 
the Lord's clear hand in her life, she began regularly sharing her faith and giving her testimony. 

"She had a desire to reach people to let them know there is no hope or joy without God. And 
even though she had reason in her life not to be happy, she was joyful because she had Jesus in 
her heart," Laurie said. "She wasn't afraid. She let the Lord speak through her, and when she 
would get up and speak it was like I was not listening to my own daughter. He would put words in 
her mouth, and it was just awesome." 

But the cancer eventually returned, and this time, it did not go away. The tumours grew so large 
that they displaced organs and created a visible bulge in Erin's chest. They pressed down on her 
spleen, pushed her heart to the right, and deviated her trachea, straining her breathing. 

Near the end, Laurie's e-mail updates were desperate. Her last one before Erin's death was a 
simple request in all caps: "PLEASE PRAY FOR ERIN!" It was the night in which Laurie stood on 
her Bible during the four hours of Scripture reading. The weekend crept into Saturday, when at 
1:15 a.m. the hospice nurse told Laurie that Erin's vital signs and statistics suggested she had 
only approximately 20 minutes to live. 

Fifty-one hours later, [she] finally gave up her fight. Erin Browning went home at 4:24 a.m. on 
November 1, 2004. 

Laurie still does not fully understand what happened next. She remembers only a tremendous 
peace and describes it as being under the shower of the Holy Spirit. She held Erin's body for 90 
minutes while her daughter played in heaven. 

"It was not like how I expected her last minutes to be. I thought I would be hysterical, but I 
wasn't," Laurie said. "But she was where she always wanted to be. She told me when she was 
six years old that she could not wait to get to heaven. She said she had felt an emptiness in her 
heart, but when she asked Jesus into her heart, she never felt it again because Jesus had filled 
her and would never leave her. For the 10 years she was on this earth, God used her in a 
remarkable, powerful way. 

"I've learned that He can use an average, ordinary family to do extraordinary things and that He 
continues to use us despite ourselves," Laurie said. "How He has done that is beyond me. But He 
has a plan and purpose. A lot of times I may not like His plan, but I accept it. I'm just honoured 
that He chose to use Erin and this family as He has." 
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Through it all, I was captured not just by Laurie's faith but also by her worship. She had the 
worship of Job: 

The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.         (Job 1:21) 

I have a son and two daughters, and I was amazed at how Laurie faced a parent's greatest fear. 
It does not mean that she wasn't angry. It does not mean that she wasn't sad or doubtful, but at 
the base of it she was leaning on God even if she was angry, sad, or doubtful. I was reminded 
once again that just because we cannot see God's purpose does not mean He does not have 
one. I was reminded that God is faithful, regardless of the circumstances. I was reminded that 
God is sovereign, and we are not. Finally, I was reminded that we cannot control how long our 
lifesongs last. We only can control how loud we sing them. Little Erin lived out loud for Jesus. 

Praise You in This Storm ï Lyrics 

I was sure by now 
That You would have reached down 

And wiped our tears away 
Stepped in and saved the day 
But once again, I say amen 
And it's still raining 

As the thunder rolls 
I barely hear Your whisper through the rain 

"I'm with you" 
And as Your mercy falls 
I'll raise my hands 

And praise the God who gives 
And takes away 

And I'll praise You in this storm 
And I will lift my hands 
For You are who You are 
No matter where I am 
And every tear I've cried 
You hold in Your hand 
You never left my side 

And though my heart is torn 
I will praise You in this storm 

I remember when I stumbled in the wind 
You heard my cry to You 
And raised me up again 

But my strength is almost gone 
How can I carry on if I canôt find you 

I lift my eyes unto the hills 

Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord 

The maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Every time I read this story I feel moved by the Holy Spirit. Laurieôs faith always shone when she 
dealt with the storms of her life. But that is not always the case! When some of us go through 
trials, our faith deserts us. But God does not forsake us. He is always patient and perseveres with 
us until we open our hearts and ask him into our lives. It is only then we realise that he was 
always by our side, guiding us through the óStorms of Life.ô 
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In my humble opinion, when you look at Erinôs story, it does not matter whether you are old 
or young, if you accept the Lord as your Saviour, he will use his Holy Spirit to do wonderful 
things through them. 

As you reflect on this story and the lyrics, can you take time to consider this question (which 
also happens to a line from another Casting Crowns song) 

 

óIS THERE ROOM IN YOUR HEART. FOR GOD TO WRITE HIS STORY?ô 

 

David Meikleham 

 

The Water of Life 

She came to the well around midday, 
To avoid all the gossip she came alone, 
She met a Man there who told her all things 
Five husbands she had and one not her own. 

He asked for a drink and they started to talk, 
A Samaritan woman there with a Jew 
Breaking all barriers to meet her need 
He told her how she could be made new. 

The water of life that He would give 
Would mean that she never would thirst again 
This transforming draught He offers to all 
Once tasted you never will be the same. 

At Cana He turned the water to wine 
A miracle no-one but He could do 
Just as the water was wondrously changed 
If you drink from this Fount it can happen to you. 

By Megan Carter 
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CHURCH EVENTS 

On Sunday 18 June we had been expecting a visit from the minister, Rev Greg Allen-Pickett, 

and members of the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church, Hastings, Nebraska, 

USA . with the Rev Allen-Pickett expected to preachi the sermon. 

This church had a special significance for the Fazakas family as their children, Szende, 
Szerena and Tamas had stayed with members of the church while they were on a 
scholarships in Hastings.   Szende and Szerena had travelled from Hungary, and Tamas 
from Edinburgh, especially to meet up with them.   

Regrettably, due to a mix up by the groupôs travel company, the American party did not 

arrive on Skye until Monday 19 June. 

However, as the church was hosting a concert featuring 

pianist Catherine Nardiello on Wednesday 21 June, the 

Hastings party arranged to attend the event and meet up 

with friends old and new. 

At the concert, Catherine played a selection of sacred 

arrangements, plus pieces by Aaron Copland and Edward 

MacDowell which were much appreciated by those in 

attendance. 

Tea and coffee was served at the end of Catherineôs 

performance, giving an opportunity for everyone to meet and 

mix socially. 

Following this Greg and his former Session Clerk presented 

to Sandor and, on behalf of the church, to Bill items of 

stained glass which had ben made by a member of the 

Hastings congregation.  The church was celebrating the 150
th
 anniversary of its founding 

and Greig explained that the glass used in the items came from the stained-glass windows 

of the original church.  The gift to the church has been framed and is now displayed on the 

wall of the church to the left-hand side of the exit door. 

Greg and his family hope to visit Portree again next year when we will be able to hear his 

sermon. 

 

Catherine Nardiello 

Members of the First 

Presbyterian Church, Hastings, 

Nebraska, USA 
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The Fazakas Family 

Greg presents Sandor with his gift 

 

Sandorôs gift 


