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DO NOT BE WFRAI D

As Christmas draws nearer, I find myself mo r €
shepherds, | ong agoégtilie omn@el h$ @&hod nm ootasbhee ng f r a
bring you good news of great joy that wil!/l be
David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Ch
You wi || fin

a baby wrapped OhLckheoi2d®)BOd | vyi

Ri ght now,
t hey are mi
past, they
believe. Th

d

here are people all over in the wo
sing somebody, they are depressed,
re having personal i ssues m@o one Kk
y wish, they dr eam, and they hope.
i's salvatio for them from all Gead sNeafser i nh as
awesome, fearful moment, they would never forg
woul d al ways echo in every heart. That Dbl azing
they rushed from the glowing skies aarbdabsyear che
wrapped in cloths amd¢olrdimg itm & hmawGeesmpel . Anc
up fear.

O S5 0O v »w

People deal with worrie$samed peapkeiwadiffereh
verbalize them with anyone who wil | ilainsdt etnh.e rGet
are those who go on a journey to find Him who
the souls and goodwiClhlr-itsk®gr ds al | men i n a

All the key <char aestteorrsy foda ctehder eCchea ii vse dnatsh ®o s a me
not be Aadamardi dh when approached in the Templ e
her pregnancy ; Joseph when asked to not be af
terrified shepherds out in the night, on the f
fear and go to visit Christ.

Kar | Bart, a German theol ogifCamr idurmansg wWVarhlodu t Wa
with it fear wbheéeroati Chma srtBreasc e eai & Giotu tt hehe f

God. We, |i ke those shepherds | ong ago have pl
virus was able to teach the whole world to fea
COVII® deadtth i s above five million now.Dd here
not be afraid of c@afoepbpnabhsuokad, deatheaohes u
the fear of these, and approach God with trust

believe thatalithwoludghbidi mmel |

Christmas is not-taleenHomentsal bbanyyas Chri st
mi dst of real fe&hriBhiansHppwar ¢govesedeem anc
most difficult of situatigooned amaws handrorkeat |ji
be for alGlodpevaps!l é@dorn i nto our world of fear ai
forever .

The message of Christmasl maas wor led eofnaflearel ®rwla
can Win !

Merry Christmas and a Bl essed, Happy New Year

Your Mi ni ster .



SESSI ON &L BRREKP ORT

I n ancient Roman religi otnhenglodnycd nus
gates and doors who held the key ak,
doors or gateways between what 1\~ i s
thought that the month of Januai = aft
traditionally pict @roedke 4dofkawignd .
and the other forwards. ' o
We are rapidly approaching the end o not
wel come i n an-oThleer iJwenwdr wear when we | ook bac
memor able events of the previous year and | ook
t wel ve mont hs.
With the changes to our |lives brought about by
want to forget al/l about 2021, but there were
After the second period of enforced closure, o
Sunday 28 March. . Understandably, the numbers
as confidence in the cleaning and sanitising a
seating added to the feeling of security, the
Members of our Kirk Session are all wel/l known
previously the only time they were seen togeth
di stributed the Elements to the congregation.
closely as a team, greeting the congregation a
and ensuring safe exit from the church at the
Whil e Covid has prevented the use of Pew Bible
on the wall the Bible readings and the |l yrics
commented upon that with members of the congre
rather then | ooking down at a hymn book, the q
Looking forward, we appreciate that people are
fell owship after the service, and speci al even
the coming year these may be possible once mor
Similarly we hope that conditions will all ow f
continue the wonderful Christian education pro
When thinking about what to put i n tGriesatr @ po rttt
faithfkelpnegoing thresmgdécimygl Imy ntdhe | ine
Strength for today and bright hope f
We hope and pray that, as we enter into 2022,
God | ight may shine through on each and every

God bless you all



TREASUREREPORT

should not really&@agdmbti stpnobuthat Tdehsucert
nsuming with the need for a good recording s
ansactions and regular checking of the figur

- o —
- O

find the hardest part to béenohmaplreparaei omn

I
year for the Congregational Board and then the
the report readable and meaningful to peopl e w
Nor mal practice is to compare the income and e
period in the previous year. That was al/l righ
The fwalsetar f or accounting purposes was 2019 , i
approximately 7i months with a further closure
are the facts that prices have risen (someti me
variety of reasons, | ost a number of our membe
So, for this report | feel that the most sensi
and negative) affecting our financial situatio
and 2021
Negati ve
T Our Open Pl ate offerings (cash put into the
T The sure of the Chu Hall to groups ha

clo rch
(A8, 200 if we include 2020)
T The total funds held by the church are Al2,

Positive

T The number of members of the congregation w
and handed these in when they returned to t
T Our Ministry & Mission contributions to the
i nto account the periods of church closure
T I'n spring of this year | signed a new cont
heating the Church and Church Hall-yeamThis f
period meaning we will be unaffected by the
T More people are gradually returning to chur
T Compared with many other churches we are in
to meet all our financial commitments and b
mai ntenance work to our properties

While the positive |ist has more entries than

considerably reduced and we hope that with the

will continue to meet all our obligations and

Church.

God bl ess

Bi I |



ADVENT
Waiting is not popular in our culture, wheln s«
button! Advent, when we wait for the cominlg of
what it means to be waiting for ¢6&heé¢ikromi spad I
away: he | eaves his house and puts his ser|vant
and tells the one at the door to keep watclh. °
when the owner of t hé Mao ks-@aAB)w.3KI come back
We | ive betifwieresnt Jemsdissecond comings and thj s p
watch and wait, as disciples |iving faithfjul I\
passdamnegct.i viemagiobree ayou he rail way station, awali
platform a man is asleep, as he thinks there i
passivel.y Twaeirtei nigs al so a smal | boy on the|pl a
coming. aHsicamstill and constantly | ooks dogwn
iactively fwan themgexpects the train to arripypje a
Advent giveshavw wi Iclhowec éwamt P§®6si Yyeswadtiregudo
much attention on our part.-oWeupaadl|l wvehoajlur Ct
concerns, rather than |l ooking to God. Howelver,
as we awdérigt Wressuosr simply | ook to him comipg t
faithful as His disciples. There is nothinlg m
Master!

With winter now firmly upon us, the loss o

than compensated for by the glorieg of the

constellations, the most wonderful ]| surely,

Ori on

Orion soars above

His stars, |ike diamonds,

Celestial wonder!

Hi s wondrous belt

And sword of nascent star

Winter Glory !

By Nigel Beat on




THE MAN WHO MARRI ED MARY

The traditional Nativity scene on our Chri st ma
her are the shepherds and Magi. We may al so se
Joseph is often included, his presence seems t

After all, we praise God for Jesus with our f a
shepherds, Wise Men and Mary but the name of J
| ow profil e? For he is a man to be remembered

Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. He wor ked a

included making furniture, repairing buildings

had an honourable profession, he would not hav
e

Th [

Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jer
Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape the
Nazareth. 12 years | ater, Mary and Joseph go
feast. Here they | ose Jesus, only to find Him

gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Josenp

Apart from these verses, the New Te&tlaimeen.t 1 s
However, we do know that Joseph was father to
named, and they had 4dtSelee Matt tthwav d8u dlhbt)er s .

And we also know that Joseph was someone who (¢
role in caring for the early I|life of the Son o

i hgpet just the skills of a | abourer, but the
ng. Jesus grew up withinratdervi ng
owing also the good fatherly qualities of Jo

~ o —

> © T
-
-
(@)
-t
@
o]
(@]
0

the Christmas story, Joseph is placed i
d suspicion. But Joseph remained faithfu

the opinion of others mattered | it
at Joseph died. 1t is |i k®&lyedposnsi bobkt

o+ n 9 —
O T S5 S
o
>
D
5

he eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody.
une. But he was the one who had parent al r
i ved!

(7]
(7]
2

It is sad that we often equate ordinarine
used many ordinary people to accomplish g
people. Like Joseph, we @ewdltoi Enbtwet mas
May we, this Chris®&maall reepaosdand @Ebdase Him

~ S
o @
o o
3~
-
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MUslI C FOR THE MESSI AH

Have you noticed that, in the Christmas story,
Firstly, after Mary was given a message from t
and pregnant relative, EIlizabeth. Mary was so
miraculous births, she started to sing.

Over the years, hlehre waginsihfakceaotWwe eamas set t o musi
composers. TeEhé lwymn my soul , tilse ogiree @txmenpsg eo fo-
course,@® wkndosn Maelyody | ine, but & epr owoirsdes tehlxgtr
would rescue His people and through®& trhernc ys aavred
benevolence on the helpless, the humble and th
Mont hs | ater, in the fields of Bethlehem, shep
an incredible message: the Saviour, the Messia
of angels who could not help but sing glory to
They then returned home: not in silence and av
an encounter with Al mighty God! Heaven and ear
coufhidstop themselves from praising and gl orif

For Mary, the Shepherds and the Eastern Men toc

hope or the helpless, pardon for the gu

>
o
©
D
o —+ =

Good news for those who had had nothing but ba

From that time on, people have tried to &xpres
|l ove and mercy. Over the centuries, countl ess
us to sing. At no other time in the year, is s
moment in history.

Traditionally, December is a time for concerts

together to sing carols and ot he®& Giofntgst d hag . €

Unfortunately, | ast year, the coronavirus rest
This month, we hope to be Iin a better position
Jesus has given us hope; forgiven our sin; and

woundsh. tlhsant somet hing to always sing about?
O come | et us adore Him, Christ the Lc¢



CHRI STMAS CAROLS

Thereh clthen anyonea whooo kd ofeosrn war d t o December anc

Christmas carols in the church. Just as the
th&thri stmas i s coming so t otoo dtoheoss etvheeg | cshoannggse t
are only ever sung at this time of y&ar. Qui

Christhmasgh someti mes by Boxing Day some of u.
rendi tiHank o©he Herad!ld Angel s Sing

Every oymedrhr i stimaasl weawes t hi nk back to my <chil
the youth fellowship, wenaeaasredouro alourrohu nedn tt enret
good folk of Leith with our singing. Car ol S
find a street corner to stand at and sing a f
and asked for a few memmiids fboerf otrleatmowdairg on
corner . A quick discussion about whiclucar ol
yout hful and, to be truthful ,not al ways tune
hats ,scarves and gloves keeping us cosy and

remember that it never r@olnkedhutamehbaéd onfevieg trl
were al ways wel |l received by those househol ds
Bah hutabug tude to Christmas. We al ways made
| astbuses to be ivti swatsedb.ac kT hteon t he church hall
chocol ate before it was time for the Midnight
sung® sudh a pity that soci ety badi negx pwehraite nicte |
j oy that going carol singing round the | ocal

woul d recommédrhcke rcehaditreg SiCn dleau rwii@vhl eRdo si el | s«
annual tour he anrdouhnids tfhreiierndvsi Imaadgee i n rur al
Christmas Eve and all the characters he encou

Last iyermgs o Dha&d ad swr weeye whi cd® fwasoBritaiaar (

your favourite made it into the top 10!
10. O Come O Come Emmanuel

9. Joy to The World

8 . Away in A Manger

7. Once i n& ROiytay Davi d

6 . O Little Town of Be@

5. O Come All Ye Faith

4 . Hark The Herald Ang

3. I'n t hWi Bl eak Mi d

2. Silent Night

and at- NoJdy tWwot he

A bl essed and joyful Christmas to everyone

Joy to the World, the Lord is come,
Let earth receive her King
Heat her Qua:



Won by Love.

The beggar on the street, sitting all aljone
Seeing his hungry |l ook, she buys hot teal] and
She gives it todtlkatman, nwho whadre.

He wamsn by alnadve,he knew it by his smile.

The restless child in school, who know flJor ba
The teacher seeing potential, asks him tjo do
To push the wheelchad rhave anhondhetro Wwhwvwe wWo
They weneby alsowa,ch to the other could gijve.

The addict sat on a park bench, hungry, |Jbroke
Sick of what he has become and at the edlge of
fCome wi tbhh mea kel you home, anadd help to gef you
He wasn by blyowen,dd whad ked where he had begn.

The refugee fled from war, with hope to |[save
Di smayed Gysednd, hmi strusting even the fr]endl
Daily fed from foreign hands, telling of|] One
They waoame by alsoweh,ey surrender to his Call

The baby born i n Betomlee laend, omdy Gwodc

Given to pay the price of all the sin we|] folk
Grew up to &ibvleooHli suploinf ee hat cruel <cross

That wee, by slhowd ,d | i ve and not be | ost.

As Christians, saved by grace alone, Jeslus ha
To share the truth with everyone who shojul d c
That they wil!/ have a chance to know His] grea
Anwon by tlhewe,t oo, will go out and praisgqg His

Submitted by |A Bet
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THOSE NEWSLETSIHRS TTHEI R CEBRR®TMAS

Br ace yiotuhrisselifs t he month when many of your di
sending you their Christmas card with the Chr

You wi || read &l ar aboiut i Sramad i Br ea tonger rets,s hoonw t|
i's amazing, how their summer holiday cruise o
dog got |l ost for a day in Walebi,shoed, taedkhow
narily wel!l Hel en i s doing at university.

You may gro@ndi dmit ssoal | atomodsee fluil dtrntel wes r.byidtdsy ro fo
such minor triumphs and tragedi é@&s brhaane o/foudair
tives/ friends if@nhhaywkdive geamelwhiathheiwss maoyu nbdeu

one chance to star in a dr ama.
Just rememdbree i s nothing to stop you from senit
t heémand you can also write what you | ike !

Eaclw &ay 3we yourself a ftttfe
t\meout to S\t etu\edy an& be
tﬁankfu’ for a” that you ﬁave.

Submitted by Mary Wa



E A short story from the Buble

. — Around, the time of Tesus burth n a
It can be read, (nthe Bible in land far to the east of Israel, there
Matthew Z:1-10 were men who studied the stars . ..

When they sawanew star| | Theysetoftto | |They reached Jerusalem, the
they believed it shawed | | see that King. | | home of Kung Herod.
aspecial King had been .

born.| & {I\}

new King whose star we Saw?

The Romans had made | |The Jews hated him and he | [He had them killed
Herod kung of the Jews | |Was always worried that pegole| | even if they were his
about 30 Years earlier | |were plotting against him. | |wife or children. ..
He was

ruthless.

Sowhat the ise men said | |Herod got the teahers and priests | (That would be )
about avew King upset Herd | | together and asked about the[|{ Lutle Bethiehen

kings birthplace. )/J

Q,b

made everyone else afrad] |

wise men and asked when || the chuld . When you fid ham

Herod secrotly met the | (GotoBethlchem and look fmj . * ¢

theyhad first sech thestar. | Let me know 50 [ can tome )l —~
. ' As they ) [) ¥
2R &Y left Jerusatem | 5053
[\ the wese men [ S—
were elated 1o see

the quidung star agacn.




TWO KINGS WORDSEARCH

slejclrielt|l|y|n|e|w] |
ulhlelr|lo|ld|ilo|c|ale|e
p|t|jlelr|lu|s|a|l|e/ms
s|s|bje|t|h|l|elh|e/m u
el jlelw/s|plr|i|e|s|T|s
tlelalc|lh|e|r|s|qgle|c|T
p|l|o|t|t]i|n|glu|l|h|a
wio|r|slhli|p|ly|lilali]|r
kKli|l|l|e/d/h/bldt]]|w
bla|f|r|a|li|d|olile|ld]|i
||i|t|t]]l]|e|n|r|n|d|z|s
hia/t|e|d|k|i|n|g|c|bl|e
upset Jerusalem birthplace
hated Jews worship
King teachers  Herod
star guiding secretly
priests little Jesus
new born child
plotting Bethlehem wise
killed elated afraid

{2fdze2y 2y tI3S nn



A COLOURING IN OPPORTUNITY
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ad vehicle. The race wound its way around t he
and many supporters |Iined the route cheering tfF

(@)

ul d tell from t he dies tfaenett shoiutntdi nogf tthhee gortohue
established a good |l ead. To my sunprei sna, kl.
g strong | had to take a moment to realise
i ng. I was now | eading a national sized ra

0
QD
S5 T o0
35 S5
o)

er, the probl ems I had endured in trainin
had interfered with my | onger training r
ance and my pace began to slow at mile 4
h . Di sappointed, |l kept going. Il was stil
n | the second time if only my hamstring

- c c @

o —+ = 0 <
< = Ay ~ (O

Il n trai

y

n g it was wuswually after 8 or 9 miles ¢
mile 9 t

S

u

e

i n
he moment of truth would occur. Trust,
despite my hamstring probl em. 't had ¢
asked our minister to pray for me. And despite
the rac and run with courage. At mile 9 the he
ijust as it had done what seemed | i ke countl ess

forward

st as | was prepariismognemyhs enlgf rfeama rtkiaébd veb dnsatptprei
ld. My | eg seemed to correct itself and | was
was fourth iTanb9 mheusesond time | have ever rL
reer .

[ thanked the Lord when | finished that he had
race.

The I esson | have | earnedhdd otmhitihgs @exmpercemglee
think it is genuinely possible | could have pot
attained a podium finish. 't would also have be
di sappointed. | had been gifted with soméelt hihadg
pushed my faith through to a new boundary and |
wi |1 never abandon us.

But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew t
eagles; they shall run, and not beé-lweaarayh; 4@dn B 1t

Running has been my | adder of faith. 1t has bee
grow in spirit and reject the ways of my ol d |
each bringing its own incredible spiritual rewe
only the Lord knows. But | wil/l not fear for |
I am found.

" have fought the good fight, I hiaTvi emoftihnyi s4h erd

- Written by Hugh Campbell



HOW FATHER CHRI STMAS GOT AWHERE HE | S TOD

One person you are bound to run into this Chri
days he seems to frequent shopping malls and ¢
remember that he has been around a | ong ti me &

Fat her Chr ids tamhansa ywsa stinit ee dhbedvhd é e st ar of the re

is today. He began | ife as Nicholas, born we
port on the southern coast of what is now Tur k
fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. F
where he al most certainly suffered persecutior
Emperor Diocletian.

Ni cholas was a serious theologian: he was a pé¢
formul ated the Creed which we still say today.
in a squabble over the exact nature of the Tri
Ni cholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stoc
beginning. One enduring tale tells of the t
prostitution by giving them gold for their dov
hi m, Ni cholas said he should thank God al one.

I n the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Fathe
as a-fjacleldy bearded character. Meanwhi |l e, Dut cl
America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Ni
't was in America that Nicholas received his f
first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New
| i-woer k of writing a Hebrew/ English | exicon, to

Christ madfie VHisst odfs ShowWi cemiovarssal | y divmeswn hley
Ni ght Beforbe Chri st mas

From Cl ement Moore we discoveredc heeamake dStanNd cvihh

bearded, and that he travels at night with sl e
was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Ni
fill s &chsitlodcrkeilmngs with toys and sweet s.

So how did we find out that Father Ch§§\tmas v
US Ce&mwd a advertising campaign of 193 =" “Who fi
| at esttalatuep pi ctures of Father Chyti st wear i

tri mmed coat and a | arge belt.

These days, it is good that Fataéer mas L
have to pay for petrol. Il n order ‘ rounc
on Christmas Eve, he wil!/ have to 221 r

t he
I u s

speed of 1279 miles a second, 6, 395
hose of us who are already exhaust
or

t
f Christmas, that iIs a sobering th



GOD I N THE SCIENCES

Continuing her series of articles Dr Ruth M Ba
The Faraday I nstitute for Science and Religion
relationship between Science and Christian f ai

FOLLOW THE STAR

Jesawel coming committee included Eastern schol a
their study od& betpotbgwki hgcahat the arrival
l ink between a very early form of science (alb
Christian faith. What better way to discover G
evidence wherever it | eads@&r Bat ®bahl ekRamPl| $cw
i nvestigated this question over the centuries,

First, there is the idea of a supernova: the m
On rare occasions a supernova can be seen from
for sever al mont hs. We now know that Herod the
of J@suwudh must be a |ittle earlier. The supern
the Andromeda galaxy between March 8BC and Sep
constellation of Capricorn in the Spring of 5B
Next, comes a planetary conjunction. The align
of Bethlehem was between Jupiter and Saturn in
everyone is sure whether this wostlGmre bei exédain
Bi bl e.

Finally, the bright astronomical object that d
came from Sir Colin Humphreys, Professor of Ma
Oxford astronomer WG Waddington, who found tha

astronomers between March and May, 5 ®B® rktouommp hart
t hebsicnennari o came about because Jesus was born
Jesus in May or June.

People interpret theodbbirkklhi danl addc cwrstt soefo fyJ avsauy st
argument from serious historians that Jesus of
expl anat i®@tnarf oof td@meatyh lbeeh@® mpHerma y of evidence tt
event could have happened at the time of His b

I think it makes per
was going to enter
take on the form of



Cui mhneachai n| Me mori es

Tha an Noilét &amagnadh
air | aoi dhean Nol |

Aon dhi dbheha nsaibrh, @&Gh
Ni cDh, mhnail |

dl %t h uair ei | éc uaignbhsn egauc hha c

ai g.

aiédhghan | aoi dh seo

a chu

Chai dh an I-talpeg adlrhg ®@aldaadh | e fear Lachl ainn
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er .

Tha sinn cho e, lach air an | aoidh
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®i seo t de na | aoidhean is fior
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This is a favourit
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€igh/ Child in t
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The first verse of Child in the Manger foll ows
Child in the Manger

I nfant of Mary

Outcast and stranger

Lord of al !

Child who inherits

Al l our transgressions,
Al | our demerits
On him fal/l Mai read NicNeacail/ Marg

A g i A g A G A

Away in a manger thelbaby | ay,

No bl ankets]j wst psodome yisay.

Shepherds watching tHeir flocks by ni
Angel s appear midst Hlinding |ight

Wi se men travelling flrom afar

Foll owing a guiding dqtar,

Herod filled with rade withi

Pl anning to kil thidq new born king.

Wh a't can this mean f
Just a story some wo
Perhaps we need t
A Savioufromome, f

rrus today?

l d say,

i nk it through,
ou?

By Megan]| Carter




WHAT Il F. . . ?
Whaté Mafry had refused to carry the baby Jesus?
She kndidw bsecheshamed and scorned for such a thini

Her | i fe would never be the sdmewaanntd hnady bried we k e
she sinned

Buéddespite her youth, she understood the need
To obey the Holy Spirit, the Son of God to bir
She di demar for herself, nor for mercy plead

But saw the honour of bringing her Saviour to

Wh a té Jiofseph® hadoep®edkxMdraynati on?

|l magi ne what is happen&ndpeimadadsi de this young ma
Mariyyone three months and back t uat
He could have had her stoned, ner
Buéwhen in a dream, J&seamh clega

Telling him Mary wasks fsaon.hf ul | od
He believed, and knew he had r . ch
Took Mary as his wife, awaitirfm r to
Wh a té Tihfe wi se men had not folll e st
Which I ed them to see the Holy c hei
They could have decided that ¢ [t oo
Too | ong away from home, their dreams might no

Buét hey chose to go the way that God set befor
To see the child they knew would one day by th
Herod doklidm the child because they took the
And knew that demat woeyd joy to many bring.

Wh atétihfe Apost!l easiswadrd&@ dHalaven

To bring the Gospel message to the nations far
The missionaries&®anadetveac herarwo wltd al |

And we &oelvdn know we could ever with Him abid
Buémany have gone to other | ands, to His story

Or taught each week in Sunday school that we ¢



There are two ways of living |ife; we choose

To trust in Christ and follow Him, is the Way

Whaté tifi s Chri sé maseweéhdoneason Jesus came

God | oved each one so much; He sent Him to pa
He came through the manger, to die on a cross
No other could pay the debt, no sacrifice wou
BuéHe rose again to give the chance of |ife t

I f we ask Himlt oclfeoarngsievea,ndHer enew each heart.
Héd | gui de® ajlonrgndy fetill our time on earth i s

& His gift to you this Christmas, to give a

Submitted by A B

WHEN GOD WAS BORN

God appeared one night; the world slept |on.
|l nfant flesh disguised the Holy One,

announced by angels singing in the sky,
#eace on earth and &raise to God on higlh
but who turned up?

Shepherds gameyssfaom the east,

outcasts, prophets, sinners, |l ost and | gast.
Kings and | awyers saw Him as a threat,
Creator, Saviour, Prince of Peace and ygqt
persecuted, made a refugee,

condemned to death from birth and forced to f

Wonder at the wel come Chri st extends:

He heals, forgives, restores, makes us His fr
As we recalll and celebrate His birth
how are we to |live His |ife on earth?

By Helen Bfockl







huddl ed together for war mth. I n the sky the an
hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem
Luke has already told us of another annunci at.i
portray this scene and often showed a I|lily, th
is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace to reinf
the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus
|l i ke the shepherds who were nobody in the eyes
heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the then
| ost sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling sh
prepared to give their |ives to protect the fI
the warldédéath that would bring the peace and r e
held by the angel At this Christmas time we r
birth of this Prince of Peace and we commit ou
shepherding.
Howard Thur man wrote these words:

When the song of @& he angels is stilled

when the shepherds are back with their fl ocl

the work of Christmas begins:

to find the I ost, to heal the broken,

to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace amon:

to make musi 6 in the heart.
A CHRI STMAS PRAYER
Lord, as | enptaecre di nsteoa stohne afhaesatd, hel p me wal k
stop and | isten to the angels sing of the |grec
join the chorus "Glory in the Highest!! Tlhe N
Among al l the bright sparkling | ights and |chee
toward Bethlehem to honour and worship Jes|jus,
Host s, Mi ghty Counsell or, Son of God, the |Lamt
made flesh in the tiny form of a humbl e balby ¢
Let me worship the only one who is worthy |Jto t
eternity!
by Daphne Kitching
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Katie Ann MacKinnon
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CROSSWORD

Acr oss

1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Je
7 D&avildird son, killed when his head got caug
(2 Samuelb5)l8(T7)4

8 They ruled much of the west coast of South
(5)

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)

15 First World War heroine shot by the Ger mans
17 Stormy (8)

18 A bitter variety of this, together with | an
menu f or @amcyléénbbon mber s 9: 11) (4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newt asn gdreasccer iikbnme awirGso ldy enin | (7)
23 Habitation (Il saiah 27:10) (10)

Down

1 0 and see that ©hPes aldonr d3 4i:s8 )g of05d)

2 Thé wicked man fl ees though no one pursues, |
| i Proverbs 28:1) (4)

3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh,
(6)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the re

(1 Samuel 22: 20) (8)

5 City and |l ake in Central Switzerland (7)

6 Of§ er your bodies as |living 6 (Romans, 1RRolly 4dr
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (
12 One who accepts government by God (8)

14 Aromatic substance commonly wused in Jewish
16 He askéuthales ® ahn h1?8: 38) ( 6)

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)

20YoWu are to give him the name Jesus, because
siGMatthew 1:21) (4)
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Psalm 23
The Passion Translation

The Good Shepherd
David's poetic praise to God

Yahweh is my best friend and my shepherd.

| always have more than enough.

He offers a resting place for me in his luxurious love.
His tracks take me to an oasis of peace near the
quiet brook of bliss.

That's where he restores and revives my life.

He opens before me the right path

and leads me along in his footsteps of righteousness
so that | can bring honor to his name.

Even when your path takes me through

the valley of deepest darkness,

fear will never conquer me, for you already have!
Your authority is my strength and my peace.

The comfort of your love takes away my fear.

I'll never be lonely, for you are near.

You become my delicious feast

even when my enemies dare to fight.

You anoint me with the fragrance of your Holy Spirit;
you give me all | can drink of you until my cup
overflows.

So why would | fear the future?

Only goodness and tender love pursue me all the
days of my life.

Then afterward, when my life is through,

I'll return to your glorious presence to be forever with
you!

Submitted by Heat



Emmanué&lod Wi th Us!
Ever since our Saviour was born in Bethlehem
Men could know his Presence dwelling in them
Making us his children and guiding us each da
Al ways and forever, showing His Perfect Way.
Never will He ask us to walk the road alone.
Until we enter safe and whole in our Eternal
Even there He is still with us, just as the a
Llong ago, before the stable manger was His be
God witthhd&speace that comes in proving it is
On days, when life is throwing its hardest ti
Days when tragedy and sickness could make us
We feel the comfort of His Presence helping u
In good ti mes or n bad ti mes, He wants that w
To other needy folks his love, that they in t
How much they too can trust Him, and He will
Uncl ean hearts He wants to change and come to
So many mor e c anEncnoammeut éif@o dkm® wiwii viehs u s !
Submitted by A Be




26 DECEMBEGRTHE FEAST OF STEPHEN

Everyone knows that I
Stephe@otllatki ng Wenc@és
Af terd aild ,a i @hr {ibsuttmawsh y
The®& enot hi ng about Ch r 1N
splendid young page w
flesh, wine and | ogs,
sno(eep and cr o&smpd aad
monar clChrBws2t mas

The cl| d@ehei f eiast OwH i Sh
on 'Decembeloxiordgadawe
it. That, too, has not
beyond the fact that I
contributi om ibnoxtersa daess\es
Christmas present for

o

stma

ay

year .:--—-—-"
The Stephen whose feasdt,., day fall sad
after Christmas was the f

i n

rst Christian martyr

(You can read his story the book of Acts).
its very early days, and found himself invol ve
food to those in need. The apostles, wha were
appropriate for them t&oceravhbeaditsdmobnt dper ye ascehli encgt eadn dt |
do the job for them. Stephen, however, quickly
spokesman for the Christian cause.

The Temple authorities, who had already had ¢tr
this new and hitherto unknown evangelist. They
firing a warning shot, as it were, across the

Stephen and accused him of speaking aga-itrhet t h
holy 6pt heeTemphe) casd oms Moses Ohtame elda drd wral ytso
dangerous to criticise a monument or a custom!

Given the right to defend himself, Stephen ins
biting account of Jewish history, culminating
wor st possible sin by killing the Messiah. I nf
pretence of | egal i mpartiality, rushing toward
where they began to stone him to death. Stephe
hail of rocks f @&r Soolnaiwaisn g hteh aptr oMarsyed Messi ah.
That is most probably the reason why the first
celebrate the Dbi®r tah boift tlhiek eSatvhieo unmy rirth-ai n t he ¢
remi nder , as we celebrate, that the bitter sha



DOGS

Just over two years ago my faithful dog Jett
gone through this sad experience or know that
Megan Carter wrote this most moving poem whioc
| ovéeer s

MY FRI END

Where have you gone my [Jcompanion and friend?
Your bark, your | ook welre wi th me each day,
But now tshuecrhe an empty dpace

Yowwe no | onger here; whlat is there to say?
Rel eased from pain and |[how at peace,
Memories sweet wild/l nevler depart,

Amazing hdéwgagefdodnmri end

Can be so entws nlkeeamwti t hfin one

Of al@d droalati on Hi s spegial touch

Il s the gift of a pet coming into our <care,
Loyal, Il oving, a constalht friend

So we thank the Lord fofr the time that we sh;:




