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Minister’s Message :   

Instead of his usual article in our magazines, Sandor will be continuing with his website 

Minister’s Messages and Read, Meditate and Pray. 

 

Session Clerk’s Report :   

During this lockdown period, not only Sunday Worship has been suspended but also 

Easter Communion and our Annual General Meeting.   Kirk Session and Congregational 

Board meetings have also  been cancelled.  At the time of writing this report there is no 

indication from the Scottish Government as to when church services might resume.  There 

is no doubt that when permission is granted it will most certainly not be “normal” service 

resumed ! 

In the meantime, via email and telephone communication, members of Kirk Session have 

been considering  the special arrangements which will require to be put in place before the 

church can be re-opened.   These range from cleaning of the church ; socially distant 

entering and leaving of the church and seating arrangements ; attendance records for any 

possible “tracking” required ; alternatives to hymn books ; collection of offerings etc, etc .  

Obviously all these arrangements will take some time to be finalised before being put into 

practice but hopefully we will soon be able once more to worship our Lord in our beloved 

church. 

 

Treasurer’s Report :  

Obviously church income has been adversely affected by the lockdown.  General income 

for the year to date is £23,200 with expenditure £29,300.  The corresponding figures for 

last year were £29,500 and £29,800 respectively.  Regrettably, applications for grant 

assistance have been unsuccessful. It is hoped that once church worship resumes the 

£6,000 shortfall can be recouped.  Until then, church reserves have to be used to meet 

ongoing expenditure.  In addition to this , with the Church Hall being unavailable for letting 

purposes, income to the Fabric Fund is down by approximately £1,000. 

If anyone would wish to set up weekly or monthly payments to the church through their 

bank please contact me and I will arrange for the appropriate form to be sent out to you.  

Similarly, cheques (payable to Portree Church of Scotland) may be sent to me at my home 

address. 

 

Magazine Co-ordinators :   

It is hoped that the Easter Supplement and this special edition of our magazine have 

provided some interest, and spiritual encouragement for our readers during the lockdown.  

Given the extra time we all have at home you might wish to consider writing a short piece 

for a future edition.  It can be on any topic you wish and can be an article, a poem, 

thoughts on favourite hymns or verses from the Bible…….. 

These can be emailed to me at www74marl@hotmail.com or posted to my home address.  

Any articles received will be published at the most appropriate time in the future. 
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A PROPHET FOR OUR TIME OF TESTING - ISAIAH  

 

The Scriptures stress the importance of desert experiences as essential preparation for times 

of spiritual renewal.  The desert is the place of weariness, dryness and weakness which we 

all go through at times.  The Chapter 35 of  the book of the prophet Isaiah helps us to 

understand such experiences, and reminds us of God’s purpose in uncertain times. 

 

A Desert Place 

In a desert season we are forced to see things as they really are.  It could be a time of 

physical illness or depression; stress or anxiety; questioning or change.  It is always a season 

of deep refining through repentance.  The desert offers us no places to hide; rather we are 

confronted with our sins, hurts and weaknesses.  We are called to repent of our desire for 

control and acknowledge our total dependence on God.  

 

A Desert Renewal 

God promises to lead His people out of spiritual, emotional and physical weariness into a 

place of personal renewal.  There will be water in the desert and crocuses bursting into 

bloom.  These are signs of what God wants to do in His people; to enable them to be strong 

and trust in the new things He is doing in their lives. 

 

A Desert Road 

In the desert we cannot escape from the reality of God’s judgment and holiness.  The road 

back to God is described as a Way of Holiness, for it demands both repentance and a holy 

lifestyle.  However, there is also the promise of laughter, joy and gladness as God’s people 

return to Zion, the home of God’s presence and love. 
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 LEARNING TO TRUST IN TIMES OF TROUBLE 

 

A friend, writing about the challenges she is facing, says:  "We never cease to have 

invitations to trust, do we?"  I tend to agree.  Almost every day we face circumstances that 

we cannot control, and for which the only way to find peace is to trust in the loving wisdom 

of our faithful God. 

Yet trust is never easy. It seems easier – and more natural – to worry or to be afraid.  It’s as 

if we feel we ought to be anxious, as if we really must fret about things.  Not to do so would 

be to not care.  It’s our duty to carry the weight of the world on our shoulders. 

But is it? 

Jesus seems to offer us an alternative.  He says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust 

in God; trust also in Me.” (John 14:1)  He offers Himself to us as someone who is trust 

worthy, one who is absolutely reliable and who will see us through.  We are invited to 

entrust Him with our concerns, and to hand over to His care the things that trouble us. 

In his book Ruthless Trust, the writer Brennan Manning says:  “Sometimes it may mean 

more to God when we say, ‘I trust you’ than it does when we say ‘I love you.’”  When things 

are going well, the sun is shining and the sky is blue, it is easy to love God.  But when the 

storms are blowing, and the clouds are dark, it takes a very special kind of faith to say, “I 

don’t understand God, but I do trust you.” 

This kind of faith delights the heart of God.  Every trouble we face presents us with another 

invitation to place our trust in Him. 

* * * * * * *  

QUOTES WITH CORONAVIRUS IN MIND 

 

“The sociologist Rodney Stark says that one explanation for the success of Christianity in 
the Roman Empire was its response to plague; while the pagans upped and ran… the ear-
ly Christians tended to the sick…. Christianity in action defies the rules of nature.  It is nat-
ural to step away from sickness; the Christians goes towards it.”                                                                                
- Tim Stanley, Christian writer and journalist 

 

“Have courage for the great sorrows of life, and patience for the small ones. And when you 
have laboriously accomplished your daily task, go to sleep in peace. God is awake.”           
– Victor Hugo, writer 

 

‘…Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 
casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.’ 1 Peter 5:7 

 

‘Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.” - Joshua 1:9 
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COLUMBA OF IONA, MISSIONARY TO THE UK 

 

In 563 AD St Columba sailed from Ireland to Iona – the tiny island off Mull.  

 

Columba (c. 521 -97) was born in Donegal of the royal Ui Neill clan, and he trained as a 

monk.  He founded the monasteries of Derry (546), Durrow (c.556) and probably Kells.  But 

in 565 Columba left Ireland with twelve companions for Iona, an island off west Scotland. 

Iona had been given to him for a monastery by the ruler of the Irish Dalriada.   

 

Why would a monk in his mid-40s go into such voluntary exile?   Various explanations 

include: voluntary exile for Christ, an attempt to help overseas compatriots in their struggle 

for survival, or even as some sort of punishment for his part in a row over a psalter in Ireland. 

Whatever the reason, Columba went to Iona and spent the rest of his life in Scotland, 

returning to Ireland only for occasional visits. 

 

Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure of powerful build and 

impressive presence, who combined the skills of scholar, poet and ruler with a fearless 

commitment to God’s cause.  Able, ardent, and sometimes harsh, Columba seems to have 

mellowed with age.   

 

As well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also converted Brude, king of the Picts. 

Columba had great skill as a scribe, and an example of this can be seen in the Cathach of 

Columba, a late 6th century psalter in the Irish Academy, which is the oldest surviving 

example of Irish majuscule writing.  In his later years Columba spent much time transcribing 

books.   

 

Columba’s death was apparently foreseen by his community, and even, it seems, sensed by 

his favourite horse.  He died in the church just before Matins, and it is a tribute to this man 

that his traditions were upheld by his followers for about a century, not least in the Synod of 

Whitby and in Irish monasteries on the continent of Europe. 

 

Here is a prayer of St Columba: 

Christ With Us 

My dearest Lord, 

Be Thou a bright flame before me, 

Be Thou a guiding star above me, 

Be Thou a smooth path beneath me,            

Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 

Today and evermore. 
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TRINITY SUNDAY : CELEBRATING OUR GOD WHO IS THREE PERSONS 

Trying to explain the doctrine of the Trinity has kept many a theologian busy down the 

centuries.   One helpful picture is to imagine the sun shining in the sky.  The sun itself – way 

out there in space, and unapproachable in its fiery majesty – is the Father.  The light that 

flows from it, which gives us life and illuminates all our lives, is the Son.  The heat that flows 

from it, and which gives us all the energy to move and grow, is the Holy Spirit.  You cannot 

have the sun without its light and its heat.   The light and the heat are from the sun, are of the 

sun, and yet are also distinct in themselves, with their own roles to play. 

 

The Bible makes clear that God is One God, who is disclosed in three persons:  Father, Son 

(Jesus Christ) and Holy Spirit.  

For example:   

Deuteronomy 6: 4 :    Hear O Israel, The Lord our God, the Lord is one.’ 

Isaiah 45: 22 :      ‘Turn to me and be saved… for I am God, and there is no other.’ 

Genesis 1:1-2  :   ‘In the beginning God created…. and the Spirit of God was hovering…’  

Judges 14: 6  :     The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power…’ 

John 1:1-3 :          ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the                          

Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; 

without Him nothing was made that has been made.’   

Luke 24: 49 actually manages to squeeze the whole Trinity into one sentence.                                

Jesus tells His disciples: ‘I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in 

the city until you have been clothed with power (the Holy Spirit) from on high.’   

In other words, the sun eternally gives off light and heat, and whenever we turn to its brilliant 

light, we find that the warmth and life are there as well. 

 

A prayer for Trinity Sunday… 

 

Shield me 

 

O may God shield me, and may God fill, 

O may God watch me, and may God hold; 

O may God bring me where peace is still, 

To the King’s land, eternity’s fold. 

Praise to the Father, praise to the Son, 

Praise to the Spirit, the Three in One.  

  

From The Creed Prayer, poems of the Western Highlanders 
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Once you have read the story you could colour it in. 
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WORD SEARCH  

Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and we can call on 

Him, as Psalm 91 (vs 1-6) reminds us… 

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.  
2 
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 
Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 
He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 
You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday.  

Can you find the words below in the Wordsearch grid ? 

Dwells   shelter   most    high   shadow   almighty   refuge   fortress   trust   save   

snare   deadly   pestilence   cover   feathers   wings   faithfulness    shield    rampart   

fear   terror   night   arrow   plague   destroys 

Solution can be found on Page 23 
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CROSSWORD  
 
 

CLUES 
 

Across 
 
  1  See 23 Across 
  3  Where the thief on the cross was told he would be, with Jesus (Luke 23:43) (8) 
  8  Invalid (4) 
  9  Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8) 
11 Adhering to the letter of the law rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6) (10) 
14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6) 
15 ‘This is how it will be with anyone who — up things for himself but is not rich towards 

God’ (Luke 12:21) (6) 
17 Mary on Isis (anag.) (10) 
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 
21 Native of, say, Bangkok (4) 
22 Deaf fort (anag.) (5-3) 
23 and 1 Across ‘The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of — to work it and 

take — of it’ (Genesis 2:15) (4,4) 
 

Down 
 
 1  Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8) 
 2  James defined this as ‘looking after orphans and widows in their distress and keeping 

oneself from being polluted by the world’ (James 1:27) (8) 
 4  ‘The one I kiss is the man; — him’ (Matthew 26:48) (6) 
 5  ‘Be joyful in hope, patient in — , faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (10) 
 6   St Columba’s burial place (4) 
 7   Swirling current of water (4) 
10  Loyalty (Isaiah 19:18) (10) 
12  ‘God was pleased through the foolishness of what was — , to save those who              

believe’   (1 Corinthians 1:21) (8) 
13  Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185,000 men one night (2 Kings 19:35) (8) 
16  ‘There is still — — — Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet’(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2) 
18  David Livingstone was one (4) 
19  Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1) 
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Solution can be found on Page 23 

* * * * * * *  

 A PRAYER : 

FOR HOSPITAL STAFF AND MEDICAL RESEARCHERS 

Gracious God, 

 
give skill, sympathy and resilience 

 
to all who are caring for the sick, 

 
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 

 
Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

 
that through their work many will be restored to health; 

 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Amen. 
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God in the Sciences :  

Wonder and Worship: Reflections in a Scottish Rainforest 

 

 

© Ruth Bancewicz 

 

It can be easier to notice things away from home, when we are relaxed and surrounded by 

unfamiliar sights in an exotic location. But sometimes the same wonders are there in our own 

back yard. GK Chesterton was a great advocate of intensive observation, and he invited his 

readers to take a fresh look at things that might be taken for granted. The rewards for this 

mental adjustment are great, and can feed into our worship in new ways.  

I first learned to appreciate old growth forests on the West coast of Canada: the centuries-old 

tangle of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of moss and lichen, that provide rich resources 

for countless organisms. Several years later, in Scotland, I stumbled over a few acres of birch 

and hazel, lush with moss and ferns, and humming with insect and bird life. Fallen logs lay 

everywhere, vegetation grew up the trees, creepers hung down, and sunlight slanted through 

clearings.  

I later discovered that this patch of woodland is one of the few remaining areas of old growth 

Atlantic rainforest, so I visited one sunny morning when I had more time to linger. The wood is 

home to 140 species of lichen and 100 of moss, so I found myself looking very closely at tree 

trunks and boulders. Each lichen is a unique relationship between a fungus and a particular 

collection of single-celled algae – an example of the collaboration that is so essential to every 

ecosystem. 

Places like this are worth preserving, respecting, and appreciating as much as a work of art or 

a historic city. I’m so grateful to the community that chose to preserve it, and the Creator who 

used such intricate and patient processes to create it. As the animals and plants around me 

did what comes to them naturally, I did what I was made for - thanking God for everything I 

saw. I found myself praising God alongside all those species of lichen, moss and trees. “Let 

everything that has breath praise the Lord” (Psalm 150).  
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There is a growing call to take both our personal devotions and our church services outside 

from time to time, and there are a growing number of resources to help us do this. As you go 

through your week, can you find one new way to appreciate your surroundings, and praise 

God alongside the rest of creation? 

 

  

This article was written by Dr. Ruth Bancewicz, who is based at 

The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. 

Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and 

Christian faith. 

 

 

 

 

In the Day of Trouble 

 

There is a God who answers prayer 

Who intercedes before the throne 

The Son of God who ever cares 

Who walks with us, we’re not alone. 

 

Though flood and pestilence should come 

He sees the path that we now tread 

His rod and staff will comfort us 

He knows the days that lie ahead. 

 

We trust in Him who knows all things 

And lift our prayers to heaven above 

Our confidence is all in Him 

Encompassed by unfailing love. 

                                                                                           Megan Carter 
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T H E   F O U R   C A N D L E S 

                                                                    

 

Four candles slowly burned, the ambience was so soft, one could almost hear them talking … 

The first candle said: “I AM PEACE!” 

“The world is full of anger and fighting. 

Nobody can keep me lit.” 

Then the flame of Peace went out completely. 

The second candle said: “I AM FAITH!” 

“I am no longer indispensable. 

It doesn’t make sense that I stay lit another moment.” 

Just then a breeze softly blew Faith’s flame. 

Sadly, the third candle began to speak: “I AM LOVE!” 

“People don’t understand my importance so they simply put me aside. 

They even forget to love those who are nearest to them.” 

And waiting no longer, Love’s flame went out. 

Suddenly … 

A child entered and saw the three unlit candles. 

“Why aren’t you burning?                                                                                                               

You’re supposed to stay lit till the end.” 

 

Saying this, the child began to cry.  
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 Then the fourth candle answered: “Don’t be afraid, I AM HOPE!” 

“While I am still burning, we can re-light the other candles.” 

With shining eyes, the child took the candle of Hope and lit the other candles. 

 

The Greatest of these is Love …                              

… but the flame of Hope should never go out of your life! 

With Hope, each of us can live with Peace, Faith and Love. 

PRAYER: 

Dear God, 

You are my light and salvation. 

You are my hope. 

Please come into my heart, 

Forgive all my wrongs and give me 

Your wonderful gift of eternal Life. 

Help me be an instrument of Your love and 

cause Your light to shine on others, 

 through me. 

                                                 Amen 

 

C Stewart 

* * * * * * *  

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS ON LIFE AND FAITH…  

 

The good thing about prayer is that there’s only one way to go wrong, and that’s not to do it.  
If prayer at its simplest level is listening to God and talking to Him, you don’t need long 
books to tell you how to do it. - Anon 

 

Are you someone God wants to hear from?  The message of the Bible is that however 
unworthy, sinful and useless we may feel as human beings, God can’t wait to hear from us. 
- Anon 

 

The more we love Him, the more we will desire to obey Him.  The more we obey Him, the 
more we will grow in our personal knowledge and love for Him.                                                  
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‘HOW LONG, O LORD?’ – THE LAMENT OF PSALM 13 

 

As we struggle with the effects of the global coronavirus pandemic, we might echo the words 

of Psalm 13: ‘How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?’  It is one of a number of lament 

psalms, where the psalmist cries out in pain, because he feels abandoned by God.  In our 

current circumstances, these psalms enable us talk to God about our fears and frustrations, 

while renewing our confidence in Him.  What does Psalm 13 say? 

 

Bring your complaint to God:  The psalmist brings his pain and questions to God: ‘How 

long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart?’ (2).   

He is open with God about his complaints, despite the anger he feels. 

 

Ask boldly for His help:  He goes on to ask for God’s help: ‘Look on me and answer, O Lord 

my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, and my enemy will say, ‘I have 

overcome him…’ (3–4).   

While avoiding despair (‘there’s no hope’) or denial (‘everything’s fine’), the psalmist is 

confident in God’s power to deliver. 

 

Choose to trust Him:  But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.  I 

will sing to the Lord, for He has been good to me.’ (5–6).  

The lament is a journey to the point of renewing our trust in God in the brokenness of our life. 

 

The psalms of lament (e.g. Psalms 10, 22 and 77)  give us a prayer language for dark times. 

They enable us to be honest with God about what is happening to us and remind us that God 

has not abandoned us. He is a God who is both sovereign and good.  

 

‘Laments turn toward God when sorrow tempts you to run from Him.’ 
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BARNABAS , PAUL’S FIRST MISSIONARY COMPANION 

 

Would you have liked to go to Cyprus on holiday this year?  If so, spare a thought for the 

Cypriot who played such a key role in the New Testament. 

 

He was Joseph, a Jewish Cypriot and a Levite, who is first mentioned in Acts 4:36, when the 

Early Church was sharing a communal lifestyle.  Joseph sold a field and gave the money to 

the apostles.  His support so touched them that they gave him the nickname of Barnabas, 

‘Son of Encouragement’. 

 

Barnabas has two great claims to fame.  Firstly, it was Barnabas who made the journey to go 

and fetch the converted Paul out of Tarsus, and persuade him to go with him to Antioch, 

where there were many new believers with no one to help them.  For a year the two men 

ministered there, establishing a church.  It was here that the believers were first called 

Christians.   

 

It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the Holy Spirit led the church to ‘set aside’ Barnabas and 

Paul, and to send them out on the church’s first ever ‘missionary journey’.   The Bible tells us 

that they went to Cyprus, and then travelled throughout the island.  It was at Lystra that the 

locals mistook Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for Hermes - much to their dismay ! 

 

Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul decided to part company.  While Paul 

travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did what he could do best: return to Cyprus and continue to 

evangelise it.   

So, if you go to Cyprus and see churches, remember that Christianity on that beautiful island 

goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas and Paul first arrived. 

 

In England alone, there are 13 ancient 

churches and not a few modern ones 

dedicated to Barnabas the generous, 

the encourager, the apostle who loved 

his own people – no wonder he should 

be remembered with love. 
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LADIES BIBLE STUDY 

 

 

 

This year, the Bible Study Group had a regular core of 18 to 20 members attending our weekly study 

although, we actually have about 26+ names on our roll.  We started off by studying Isaiah using the 

Community Bible Experience New Testament and, as always, there was a lot of debate among the 

ladies.  Our study then took on a slight change of format in that we are very blessed to have as a 

member of our group, Katie Ann MacKinnon whose particular passion and talent is to prepare Bible 

Studies. And with Katie Ann’s guidance, we have been studying the Miracles of Jesus.  Usually, we 

would look at three Miracles each week, two from the New Testament with a third being a 

comparable one from the Old Testament. 

During the time of lockdown due to the Corona virus, we were able to adapt to the circumstances 

by studying in our own homes.  Thank goodness for modern technology (at times)!  That was 

certainly a very difficult time for everyone and it was good to have some sort of semblance of 

routine amid the chaos. 

In the year 2019/2020, the charities which have benefited from our weekly collection are; 

     Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF).  This was a pet charity of Mairi ‘Park’ MacDonald.   

     Skye & Lochalsh Young Carers’ 

     Skye Stroke Friends’ 

     Local Food Bank 

     Cram the Van, Cuillin FM Christmas Appeal 

     Glasgow City Mission 

     3 x Flower Bouquet gifts to friends suffering ill-health or bereavement.                          

 

We also continue to send cards each Christmas on behalf of the congregation to members of the 

Church who can no longer attend. We also arrange cards and small gifts for those who have 

suffered bereavement or are ill and in hospital. 

This year a few of our ladies supported an appeal from Raigmore Hospital by knitting hats for the 

premature baby unit.   It never ceases to amaze at the talents, generosity and willingness of 

members of our Church.   

We are truly Blessed,  

Thank-you all. 
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Our Christmas lunch (2019) was held in the Sligachan Hotel and as in previous years, it was a huge 

success.  Once again, the weather was very kind to us and we had a record number of ladies 

attending, 40 in total.  As well as members of our own Church, this is open to other Churches, family 

members and friends.  Everyone is welcome. 

All being well, we would hope to have our Christmas lunch as usual (date TBC). 

The group has grown immensely since starting in 2004, we have just had our 16th anniversary 

(where does the time go)!  Out of the six founding members’, three are still in regular attendance 

and as always, we look forward to the year ahead with great enthusiasm. 

Wishing you all the very best as we look forward to another celebration of Jesus’ birth and good 

health in the coming year. 

 

Yours in fellowship and love. 

 

Submitted by Catherine Stewart 

          Planted in the love of the Father 

 

Planted in the love of the Father 

You can grow, dear one, 

You can grow. 

 

Watered by the spring of the Spirit 

His fruit you’ll show, 

His fruit you’ll show. 

 

And when the sun scorches, 

And the thorns threaten, 

And the storms around life’s garden blow - 

Your roots will hold, 

And hold secure,  

Because you’re planted in the love of the Father. 

 

                                                                                               Daphne Kitching 
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Titwillow  (With apologies to WS Gilbert) 

 

On a tree by a river sat little Tom Tit 

Singing ‘willow, titwillow, titwillow’. 

His mate fluttered in and beside him did sit, 

Singing ‘willow, titwillow, titwillow’. 

“Oh, where are the people?” bewildered, he cried, 

“Tis many a day since a soul I have spied” 

“I think,” said his wife, “they’re all staying inside!” 

“Oh willow, titwillow, titwillow”. 

 

“I do like the quiet, I do like the peace! 

“Oh, willow, titwillow, titwillow, 

“But find myself wondering why did they cease 

“Singing willow, titwillow, titwillow?” 

“The people in hundreds of cars they all came 

“Especially when there was no sign of much rain, 

“The weather’s so nice, it seems such a shame! 

“Oh willow, titwillow, titwillow!” 

 

“I think I can tell you!” – she’d a smile on her beak, 

Singing willow, titwillow, titwillow, 

“For I saw some people last Saturday week, 

“Singing willow, titwillow, titwillow, 

“They stood in a group, they were flying a kite, 

“Along came a police car with lights flashing bright, 

“It seems the Old Bill gave those people a fright! 

“Oh willow, titwillow, titwillow!” 

 

A buzzard, above them, then uttered his ‘mew’ 

Oh willow, titwillow, titwillow. 

As quick as they could off to safety they flew, 

Singing willow, titwillow, titwillow! 

Arrived at their nest then our avian pair 

Correctly concluded what caused human scare: 

“They’re frightened of critters that fly in the air! 

“Oh willow, titwillow, titwillow!” 

Nigel Beeton 
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Solution to Wordsearch on Page 11 
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ON FUTURE HOPE - AFTER CORONAVIRUS 

 

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES HAS A FUTURE HOPE 

 

‘A dem bones, dem bones, dem dry bones. An' I hear the word of the Lord!’ 

 

At this time of global pandemic, we live with the stark reality of death and life.  Ezekiel’s vision 

of the valley of dry bones (37:1-14) was given when God’s people were in exile in Babylon.  

They felt dead, being separated from home and God !  The vision answers God’s question: 

‘can these bones live?’.  

 

We can also feel cut off from God when  facing the loss of a job, business, home or health, 

and especially with churches unable to meet on Sundays.  This vision assures us that God 

has power over death and can breathe new life into what is hopeless.  

 

When Ezekiel is told to ‘prophesy to the bones,’ God brings them back to life: the bones come 

together and are covered with muscles and skin.  He then prophesies to the wind, from the 

four corners of the earth, to bring the bodies alive.  The physical bodies are then filled with 

God’s breath to bring new life.  The miracle of this story is that God not only makes these 

bones live, but also brings the life of His Spirit.   

 

The Covid-19 virus robs people of their life by suffocation, so that they can’t breathe.  Our 

hope beyond the pandemic is that the gift of God’s Spirit will bring new life to our lives, 

churches and world.  Life will certainly look very different in the future, but we can be assured 

that God is with us and that we are safe in His hands. 

 

‘I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land.  

Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’(37 :14) 
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A POEM 

The wonderful words of Paul from his letter to the Philippians 4 : 4 - 7 provide a most 
appropriate introduction to this poem by Nigel Beeton. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident 
to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

May our kindness be witnessed by all 

When the things of the world seem so dark and so grim 
When disease and despondency call, 
Rejoice in the Lord and the nearness of Him – 
May our kindness be witnessed by all! 

When the pillars of life seem to crumble and creak 
When our walls seem to tumble and fall. 
In prayer and petitions our Father we seek – 
May our kindness be witnessed by all! 

The tempest may rage, but His wondrous peace 
Stills the storms that may rage in our soul 
In our hearts and our minds shall the turmoils cease 
And our kindness is witnessed by all! 
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