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Church Office Bearers 

                                                                           

                                        Telephone 

Minister Rev S Fazakas 611868 

Session Clerk Mr W Marshall 650405 

Roll Keeper Miss D McEwan 612266 

Treasurer Mr W Marshall 650405 

Clerk to the 

Congregational Board Mrs M MacKay 612690 

Fabric Convenor Mr N Bruce 612480 

Hall Convenor Mrs H Quaye 612071 

Crèche Mrs S Beaton 613075 

 Mrs M Gillies                  01470 532378 

 Mrs A Smith 611061 

Safeguarding 

Coordinator Mrs F Marshall   650405 

Youth Fellowship Mrs S MacDonald          01470 532744 

Sunday School Mrs K MacKinnon              612159 

 Mr C Reeve 650252 

 Mrs S Reeve 650252 

Prayer Secretary Mrs C Sutherland 640318 

Prayer Fellowship 

Convenor Mr L Gillies 611837 

Life & Work Organiser Mrs M MacLaren 612749 

Church Officers The Elders 

Magazine Coordinators Mr W Marshall 650405 

 Mrs F Marshall 650405 
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Witnessing Resurrection 

 

    If it is preached that Christ has been raise 

      from the dead, how can some of you say that 

    there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is  

     no resurrection of the dead, then no even Christ  

      has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised,  

     our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  

                                                               (1 Corinthians 15: 12 – 14) 

 

I love snowdrops. Outside there is still cold, and snow, and hail, 

and gale but these first flowers of the year are telling me that 

spring is coming.  And even more, the freshness of their white 

sprouting from a bulb that apparently died last year, brings a 

message of renewed life, the resurrection of a dead nature and 

indeed a future beauty of our garden.   I love snowdrops 

because they want to convince me over and over again that I  

am supposed to be even more valuable to Him who through 

Christ wants to preserve me for all eternity. 

In Corinth there were many who kept on saying: “Dead men do 

not rise again”.  This is why apostle Paul regards the 

resurrection of Jesus so essential and invites a firm and faithful 

response: Christ is risen indeed!   In John 8:40 Jesus said to 

his enemies: You are determined to kill me, a man who has told 

you the truth – which proves that his Resurrection makes Truth stronger than falsehood.   

Further on (John 8: 44) he says: you are from the father of the lies – underlining that 

Goodness is stronger than evil.  Jesus, being the Love of God incarnate, states that 

Resurrection makes love stronger than hatred. And finally the resurrection of Jesus makes 

life stronger than death for all those who believe in Him. 

During the Second World War a certain city church in London was decorated ready for 

harvest thanksgiving.  In the centre of the display was a sheaf of corn. On the Saturday night 

a savage air raid left the church in ruins and the service was never held.  The summer came 

and green shoots appeared in the middle of the rubble and in the autumn there was a 

flourishing patch of corn proving that life is always stronger than death.  

Nikolai Ivanovich Bukharin was a Russian communist propagandist and a leader of the 

Bolshevik Revolution in 1917.  In the spring of 1920 he was sent to Kiev to speak at a large 

pro-state, anti-God rally that was attended by thousands.  For an hour Bukharin used the 

most violent rhetoric to ridicule religion.  When he stepped down, the audience was asked if 

there were any questions.  An old priest with the Russian Orthodox Church rose and asked to 

speak.  Standing beside Bukharin and facing the crowd he spoke quietly the liturgical Easter 

greeting: - Christ is risen!   Instantly, the assembly rose and in unison thundered out: - He is 

risen indeed!    When the world falls in around us and peace disappears, when hearts ache 
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until they almost break, the fact remains, Jesus is alive, and we stand with Him.  He is our 

triumph, He is our strength, He is our life. 

I love snowdrops and I love crocuses and I love daffodils because they are getting my soul 

ready to celebrate Resurrected Life at Easter. 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 

Happy Easter to you all.  

Your Minister. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Spring 

 

When trees first bud and earth 

bestirs herself from winter sleep 

we see the whole of nature wake 

with countless miracles to shake 

us from our cold complacency. 

 

We are surrounded by rebirth 

as snowdrops frost the hardened ground 

and crocus, gold and lilac, show 

clear glimpse of light through rain and snow. 

From darkness now to brilliancy. 

 

With these beginnings comes the worth 

of Spring ; from buried seed and bulb 

emerge the first and frailest shoots 

that hold within their folds the fruits, 

the harvest, given generously. 

 

                                  Michaela Davis 
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SESSION CLERK’S REPORT 

The timing of this edition of the Church magazine allows me to both look back at events of 

2019 and to look forward to 2020. 

We continue to read reports of dramatically falling church membership across Scotland. I am 

pleased to report that Portree Parish Church does not follow this pattern.  While we do not 

see major changes, our church membership figures remain stable and in 2019 the 

Communicant Roll showed an increase of one to 85.  This might not sound much but, while 

during the year two of our members left to return to Romania, three new Communicant 

members were added to the roll.  To the delight of the church, one of these new members 

was by profession of faith.  

It was also wonderful to see the number of young children attending crèche and Sunday 

School increasing to 12.  We hope that the wonderful efforts of the leaders of these groups to 

attract more children to the church bear fruit. 

2019 also saw an increase in the size of our Kirk Session when 6 new Elders were ordained.  

These men and women are now fully established as members of Session and showing the 

enthusiasm for the responsibilities of the post. 

All Church of Scotland congregations are required to be involved specific initiatives set by the 

General Assembly.  One such initiative set was Risk Assessment which required detailed 

inspections of all health and safety aspects in church buildings.  In a joint exercise, members 

of Session and the Congregational Board carried out detailed inspections in the church and 

hall.  Based on the findings of these inspections a programme was devised to tackle matters 

requiring attention.  Some have already been completed or planned.  All electrical appliances 

in the buildings have been checked by a qualified electrician and passed as safe for use.  

This process must be carried out annually.  An inspection of the electrical circuits is planned 

for early this year (this requires to be carried out every 5 years).  Arrangements have been 

made for the repair to the west skews in the church and for the installation of a sink in the 

vestry.  Although we hope it will never need to be used, the church received a donation of a 

wheelchair which can be used in emergencies.  Most of these initiatives necessitate 

considerable expenditure but are essential if the safety of users of the church premises is to 

be maintained and if the church buildings are to be kept in good repair for generations to 

come. 

During 2019 Kirk Session agreed the change to the arrangements for Communion Services 

whereby Communion in celebrated at both morning and evening services on each of the four 

Communion Sundays.  A decision was also taken that from Easter 2020 each preparatory 

Service on the Friday prior to a Communion Sunday would commence at 6.30 pm. 

In all its work for the Church, members of Kirk Session are grateful to the congregation for 

the encouragement, support and love shown to them. 

 

Bill Marshall 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

The 2019 Annual Accounts for our church were completed in January of this year and an 

analysis of the figures for our main source of income  -  the Sunday offering through the 

FreeWill Offering envelopes , the Gift Aid scheme and the Open Plate—shows that 

compared with the givings for 2018, donations through FWO fell by 2.0% to £6,823 ;  those 

linked to Gift Aid increased by 3.2% to £39,539 while those through the Open Plate fell by 

16.9% to £7,987.    

Overall givings via FWO, Gift Aid and Open Plate have, compared with the corresponding 

total for 2018, shown a decrease of 1.0%.  Although this is a very small decrease, inflation is 

rising and expenditure for next year will inevitably rise also.   

All these monies are paid into our General Account which is also the account from which all 

our normal bills are paid.  The figures for the year show that our expenditure exceeded our 

income by more than £3,100 ! 

I am delighted that many of you have responded to my plea to set aside your weekly offering 

for the church and, if you miss attendance on a Sunday, to put in two envelopes the next 

week or double your amount into the open plate.  Looking at the figures for the first two 

months of this year our income could have increased by almost £600 if everyone did this 

simple thing 

It is earnestly hoped that through the continuing generosity of our congregation the decrease 

in our basic income can be reversed in 2020. 

Our church building is over 150 years old and like any property requires maintenance to 

ensure that it is a safe, inviting place for people to come into and our Congregational Board 

considers carefully all necessary work along with its associated costs.  Where possible 

applications for financial assistance are made for larger projects, but, as experienced in 

2019, these are not always successful due to the number of churches applying for help. 

The replacement of all the windows in the Church Hall has been a great benefit, not only in 

terms of the appearance of the building but also its thermal efficiency .  It was also very, very 

encouraging to see the response from the congregation to the bi-monthly retiral collections 

which were put towards the £11,000 cost of these windows.  During the year almost half of 

this outlay was recovered. 

We are immensely indebted to all who volunteer for various duties in the church which would 

otherwise involve us in additional expenditure.  We are especially grateful to our Fabric 

Convenor, Norman Bruce, and our Church Hall Convenor, Heather Quaye, for the 

exceptional work they carry out throughout the year. 

I cannot emphasise more how extremely fortunate we are to have a congregation which 

supports the church financially and in so many other ways. 

God bless you all, 

 

Bill Marshall 
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SAFEGUARDING 

Safeguarding is about the prevention of harm and abuse to people and making a timely and 

appropriate response if it occurs. 

Harm and abuse of children and adults at risk can happen anywhere – even in church 

communities.  We have a duty to ensure a safe Church for all. This means protecting 

children and “adults at risk” 

We in Portree Parish Church of Scotland follow the guidelines of the Safeguarding Service. 

All volunteers engaged in regular work with the Church of Scotland must become members 

of The Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme (PVG Scheme). This is about making sure 

those working with vulnerable groups are safe to do so. 

All our volunteers in the Crèche and Sunday School have been registered as members of the 

PVG Scheme and have undergone the appropriate Safeguarding training. 

It is a requirement of the Church of Scotland that all Elders should also attend a Kirk Session 

training course.  

The majority of our Elders have already received training. The remainder will do so at the 

next training session organised by Presbytery. 

Every Kirk Session is required to maintain an accurate record of personnel working with 

children and protected adults.  This record is checked annually at the Presbytery inspection 

of records.   

The Safeguarding Coordinator in each church completes an Annual Safeguarding Audit 

checklist indicating that the church is following all laid down Policies, Procedures and 

Safeguarding arrangements.  This document is also submitted to Presbytery on an annual 

basis. 

 

Fiona Marshall 

Safeguarding Coordinator 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Church Summer Opening 2019 

Once again we had a very successful season. Over the summer, we welcomed 5,793 

visitors through our doors. 

The comments we got from the visitors included ‘’wonderful”, “how beautiful the church is”, 

and “how surprising that the church was open”.  

Of course, the church would not be open if it wasn’t for the dedicated 

volunteers. 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

Ishbel Beattie 
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Maybe Tomorrow 

 

We all need hope to light our lives 

When things are going wrong, 

To let a little sunshine in, 

Place in our hearts a song. 

With friendship, laughter, love and joy, 

Each one a precious gift, 

Maybe tomorrow things will change, 

And give your lives a lift. 

Sometimes the road ahead looks steep; 

It’s hard to find the way, 

But holding fast to hope and dreams, 

Step forward, come what may. 

So if today looks grey and dull. 

Still keeps those words within, 

“Maybe tomorrow”, who can tell ? 

And let new hopes begin ! 

 

Submitted by Anne MacRae 
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God in the Sciences  — 

A Bucket of Tadpoles: Springtime, Curiosity, and the Theology of Science 

 

When I was nearly three, I knocked a bucket of tadpoles all over the patio. Those unfortunate 

creatures must have been collected to educate my brother and I on where frogs came from, 

but a toddler can’t just stand by and watch.  Can I see up close?  Or maybe I was ‘helpfully’ 

moving it to another place.  I just remember doing something I shouldn’t have done, and then 

the tadpoles were on the ground !  I was sad that I wouldn’t get to see those creatures grow 

up.  

 

I might have been great at destroying things when I was a child (my family would probably 

say I still am), but I absolutely love watching living things up close.  The more I learn, the 

more my sense of wonder grows.  For a tadpole to become a frog, large sections of its gut, 

salivary glands and muscles must die, as well as the gills.  The cells in those tissues are 

programmed to curl up and disintegrate, and are then swallowed up by a specialised kind of 

white blood cell.  Legs grow from small sacs of cells on the tadpole’s body, and one of my 

textbooks says that “The nervous system is also remodelled”  - which I suspect is a bit of an 

understatement.  

 

This knowledge removes a little of the mystery of how a tadpole turns into a frog, but there is 

plenty more to discover.  These few details also reveal the cleverness of the process.  

Metamorphosis is surprisingly common in the animal kingdom.  How is that an efficient way to 

grow up, or is efficiency not the most important thing for an animal? 

  

Scientists are essentially grown-ups who are still very much in touch with their inner two-year-

old.  They refuse to stop asking questions, even when finding an answer becomes decidedly 

more awkward than opening a textbook.  

 

Many scientists are people of faith, and this also drives their questioning.  They believe that 

God created a world that was very good, that the purpose of all Creation is to praise Him, that 

we are made in God’s image, and that we are tasked with looking after Creation.  So 

Christians, of all people, should be enjoying and investigating our surroundings.  These are 

the bones of a theology of science which serves some of us very well, and keeps us looking 

into things like buckets of frogs – that is, until a two year-old comes and knocks them over. 

 

 

 

This article was written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz,                                                                                       

who is Church Engagement Director at The Faraday                                                                              

Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge.                                                                    

Ruth writes on the positive relationship between 

Science and Christian faith.   
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23rd Psalm – Shepherd’s Version 

 

Wha is my Shepherd weel I ken, 

The Lord himself is He; 

He leads me whaur the girse is green, 

An’ burnies quaet that be. 

 

Aft times I fain astray wad gang, 

An wann’r far awa’; 

He fin’s me oot, He pits me richt, 

An’ brings me hame an’ a. 

 

Tho’ I pass through the gruesome cleuch, 

Fin’ I ken He is near; 

His muckle crook will me defen’, 

Sae I hae nocht tae fear. 

 

Ilk comfort whilk a sheep could need, 

His thochfu care provides; 

Tho’ wolves an’ dogs may prowl aboot, 

In safety me He hides. 

 

His guidness an’ His mercy baith, 

Nae doot will bide wi’ me; 

While faulded on the fields o’ time.  

Or o’ eternity. 
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    A Beadle’s Tale 

    (excerpts from a book written by the very Rev Dr James Simpson) 

The team “Beadle” has an interesting history.  Prior to the Reformation is 

Scotland, the role of doorkeeper, the Ostiarius, was an important one in the 

Roman Church.  He was officially recognised as a member of the 

ecclesiastical staff.  He not only had to be regular in attendance at church,but was 

responsible for opening the church doors at certain hours, admitting the faithful and 

preventing heretics and those who had been excommunicated from entering the church. 

After the Reformation he reappears, reduced in status yet promoted socially to the role of 

the “Minister’s Man” or Beadle (a contraction of the Latin word “Bedellus”)  The term 

Beadle was used to designate any person whose duty it was to summon parties before a 

public court.  One of the main roles of the Beadle was to serve citations on those 

suspected of lying or committing adultery to appear before the all-powerful Kirk Session.  

Those found guilty were handed over to the Beadle for punishment and, clothed in cloaks 

of coarse linen; they had to sit through the Sunday service on the repentance stool in front 

of the pulpit. 

Even when no longer ordained to the office, Beadles continued to open and shut the 

church doors and ring the bell on Sunday calling the parishioners to worship.  With serious 

face they took the Bible to the Pulpit, before leading in the Minister with measured and 

dignified tread.  Beadles, also often had the responsibility of maintaining discipline during 

the observance of public worship, or quietening noisy children and waking those who had 

fallen asleep during what were often lengthy Sermons. 

Mostly Beadles responded positively when called on, but not all.  One Beadle, on being 

instructed by a visiting Minister to waken the sleepers said, “Sir, you put them to sleep, so 

you can waken them up ! ” 

Scottish Beadles were renowned for their forthright and not very flattering comments.  

After preaching as a candidate for the vacancy a young Minister retired to the Vestry 

where he disrobed.  Anxious to learn more about what might probably be the scene of this 

future labours, he returned to the Church where he found the Beadle clearing up. “I am 

just looking at the Church” the young Minister said. “Aye take a good look,” said the 

Beadle, “For it is not likely you will see it again !” 

In country parishes in the old days, the Beadles often had to look after the Manse garden, 

plough the Manse Glebe, feed the cows and sometimes dig graves - a very busy man.  

Today in many Parishes there are no full time Beadles.  In some churches Beadles are 

still present on Sunday to open the church doors, carry the Bible to the Pulpit and look 

after the Minister.  Fortunately, with less austere faces than many of their predecessors. 

Oh, how things have changed !  Interestingly here in Portree, we currently have our 

Elders, both male and female, undertaking the Beadle duties 
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MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE: THE CHOSEN ONE      

Have you ever been in the position where someone is desperately needed – and you fit the 

bill perfectly?   It is almost as if all your miscellaneous qualifications that never made much 

sense before now make PERFECT sense.  And you sense that you have been chosen by 

God for the task…. 

Matthias came into the picture shortly after the suicide of Judas.  The early church was 

missing an apostle, and so the remaining 11 apostles prayed for guidance on who to 

choose as a replacement for this key role. 

The qualifications for the job were specialised:  the person had to have been a follower of 

Christ from his Baptism to his Ascension, and a witness of the Resurrection.  There were 

two possibilities: Joseph Barsabas and Matthias.  How to choose? 

Again, Matthias’ experience may mirror yours:  the decision was out of his hands, and up to 

others.  In this case, the apostles cast lots – and the ‘lot’ fell to Matthias.  He had been 

chosen to replace Judas!  The tragedy of Judas’ betrayal had led to an opportunity for 

service by Matthias – and he was well prepared for the task.  Are you prepared for any task 

that God might suddenly open before you? 

Like the other apostles, Matthias had been in Jerusalem and had received the gift of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and he went on to do a good job.  It is said he preached the Good 

News first in Judea, and then maybe in Cappadocia and by the Caspian Sea.  It is thought 

he was martyred by the axe or halberd, and his relics eventually ended up being taken to 

Rome by the empress Helen. 

Matthias is an encouragement to us to be faithful in small things – because you never know 

what the future might hold! 

                             * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

IT’S ALL IN THE SPELLING... 

 

G  -  God 

R  -  ran 

A  -  alongside 

C  -  carrying 

E  -  everything 
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FIND YOUR GOD 

 

A little boy wanted to meet God.  He knew it would be a long trip so he packed his holdall 

with bags of crisps and cans of juice and set off. 

He reached the park and saw an old man staring at the pigeons. He sat down next to the 

man and, thinking he looked hungry, offered him juice and crisps. 

The man smiled at him and they sat there all afternoon, just eating, drinking, smiling but 

never saying a word. 

The boy was delighted. 

As twilight came the boy realised he was tired and had to get home. 

He gave the man a hug and got the biggest smile ever.  

When he got home his mother could see he was happy and asked 

him where he’d been. 

“I had lunch with God,” he said, “And you know, he’s older than I thought but he’s got the 

biggest smile I’ve ever seen.” 

Meanwhile the old man, also happy, returned home and his son was stunned by the look of 

peace on his face. 

“Dad, what have you done today that’s made you so happy ?” 

“I went to the park and had lunch with God. We ate crisps and juice,” said the old man. “You 

know what, He’s a lot younger than I thought.” 

So often we underestimate the power of a smile or the smallest act of caring - the chance  to 

turn life around.  God comes into our lives for a reason, for a lifetime. 

Embrace it all.  Most of all have lunch with God  -   bring juice and crisps! 

Mark Knott, Stourport Wesley. 

A Little Prayer for Peace 

 

Give us, O God, the vision which can see Your love in the world in spite of human failure. 

Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness. 

Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts. 

And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the of the day of universal peace. 

 

Frank Borman Apollo 8 Space mission 1968 
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Thank You for Your Prayers 

The MacDonald family wish to pass on their sincere gratitude for the faithful prayers of 

the congregation of Portree Church of Scotland.   Words don’t really express our love for 

you all for standing in the gap for our great-grandson, baby Myles. 

Myles was born with 5% kidney function and has chronic kidney disease.  It was a very 

sobering time and Myles’ parents, Chloe and Daniel, were told by the Consultant to go 

home and enjoy their baby.  No guarantee of anything could be given. 

That’s when the prayer warriors assembled and battled for the life and the fulfilment of 

Gods plan for Myles.  Incredibly his kidney function increased to between 30-40%. 

The renal team were hugely encouraged, as were we all.  All the glory we give to God. 

Myles has remained stable but is still a poorly boy and for now we would ask for prayers 

that his sickness would improve and his weight would increase.   He is on a continual NG 

tube feed due to him being so sick and his weight is not increasing.   

Myles will require a kidney transplant, but we know the hand of the Lord is on him.   

As a family we have stood solidly on the scripture 1 Samuel 1:27-28 and Jeremiah 

29:11.  We  believe that Myles’ life will be a living testimony of the goodness of God. 

Liz and Murdo MacDonald 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 

present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Philippians 4 : 6 - 7 
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THOUGHT PROVOKING QUOTES 

Faith brings a man empty to God, that he may be filled with the blessings of God.                
– John Calvin 

Faith, to put it simply, is the conviction that God does not tell lies. – Frank Retief 

Wherever there is genuine faith it must blossom into works. – Joseph B Mayor 

Trust the past to the mercy of God, the present to His love, and the future to His provi-
dence. – Augustine 

Putting our trust in God and depending on His intrinsic goodness frees us from the need to 
find explanations for everything. – Frank Retief 

It is but right that our hearts should be on God when the heart of God is so much on 
us.      – Richard Baxter 

God wants us to be victors, not victims; to grow, not grovel; to soar, not sink; to overcome, 
not to be overwhelmed.  – William A Ward 

Deep in your heart it is not guidance you want so much as a guide. – John White 

While all men seek after happiness, scarcely one in a hundred looks for it from 
God.           – John Calvin 

Speed reading may be a good thing, but it was never meant for the Bible.  It takes calm, 
thoughtful, prayerful meditation on the Word to extract its deepest nourishment. – Anon 

Too often we forget to thank God for answered prayer.  Praise is the proper punctuation 

mark for an answered prayer.  – Anon 

LIFE 

 

Life is a story in volumes three 

The Past, The Present and Yet to Be 

The first is written and laid away 

The second we’re writing every day 

The third and last of the volumes three 

Is locked from sight 

GOD HOLDS THE KEY 
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Mary Slessor of Calabar 

Courage, vision and leadership are found in the most unlikely of places. 

Mary Slessor was born in December 1848, into a wretchedly poor family.  Her father was an 

alcoholic who lost his job as a shoemaker.  Mary was the second of seven children, and in 

1859 they moved from Aberdeen into the fetid slums of Dundee.  Her father and mother 

worked in the mills, and Mary joined them there when she turned 11 years old. 

When Mary’s father and both brothers died of pneumonia, Mary’s mother struggled on to keep 

Mary and her two sisters alive.  By the time Mary was 14 she was worked a 12-hour day as a 

jute maker. 

But life was not all drudgery.  Mary’s mother was a devout Christian who read the family Bible 

to her daughters, and also the Missionary Record, a monthly publication from the United 

Presbyterian Church.  The stories of the missionaries captivated Mary.  When she heard that 

David Livingstone, the great missionary explorer, had died, she decided that she would follow 

in his footsteps.  She wanted to devote her life to taking the gospel to Africa. She was 25.  

In August 1876 the Presbyterians sent her out to Calabar, Nigeria, an area where no 

European had ever yet set foot.  With her red hair and blue eyes, Mary grabbed attention 

wherever she went, but despite recurring illness and constant danger, Mary settled happily 

among the tribes. She learned their traditions, quickly becoming fluent in their language, Efik.  

Soon she won the confidence of their tribal leaders.  She taught their children and was soon 

determined to put an end to some of their barbaric practises, such as the killing of twins 

(whom they thought were evil). 

Over the years Mary put an end to many witchcraft practises, and she adopted every twin 

child she found abandoned.  And she talked endlessly about Jesus Christ, the passion of her 

life. 

Mary was tough – she made long trips through the jungles and took canoes up remote rivers.  

When her shoes gave out, she went barefoot.  Her great passion was to go to ‘the regions 

beyond’ with the Gospel.  She thrived in places and among people who would have terrified 

most women in her day.   

It has been written of her: ‘Practically singlehanded she tamed and transformed three pagan 

communities in succession. It is a question if the career of any other woman missionary has 

been marked by so many strange adventures, daring feats, signal providences, and wonderful 

achievements." (Dr Robert H. Glover, The Progress of World-Wide Missions.) 

When in 1901 Southern Nigeria became a British Protectorate, Mary was appointed the first 

ever female Magistrate in the British Empire.  She became a skilful diplomatic emissary.  

She was known for saying:  "It is not Mary Slessor, but God and our united prayers that have 

brought the blessings to Calabar. Christ shall have all the honour and glory for the multitudes 

saved." 

When she finally died of fever in January 1915 the native Christian girls and women wept 

bitterly: “Our mother is dead. Everybody's mother has left us.” 

Mary Slessor once wrote to a friend who had long prayed for her: "I have always said that I 

have no idea how or why God has carried me over so many funny and hard places, and made 

these hordes of people submit to me, or why the Government should have given me the 

privilege of being a Magistrate among them, except in answer to prayer made at home for me. 

It is all beyond my comprehension.” 
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            IF THE CAP FITS 

 

A man is in a Cathedral gift shop and picks up a baseball cap with the letters W.W.J.D. on the 

front. “What do these letters stand for ?” he asks. 

“They mean, “What Would Jesus Do.”  replied the salesgirl. 

“Well, he wouldn’t pay £10.99 for a hat,” said the man. 

 

A simple joke?   No, four words that everyone should remember through their lives. Four 

words that can change your life and help you through your troubled times.  

 

 

 

Of course in sickness and health there might be a problem. Jesus healed the sick, made the 

lame walk and raised people from the dead; no way could you do this. 

Just act as Jesus did, show love, understanding and compassion. Let people know you care 

and love them in their suffering.  Most of all Pray !  More things are changed by prayer that 

have been given credit for. That’s what Jesus wanted. “Love one another as I have loved 

you.”  Live your lift as Jesus would have wanted you to.  Have W.W.J.D. on your mind all the 

time and you will enjoy life. 

Finally, “What would Jesus Do ?” – I think He would have spent £10.99 and bought a cap. 

Mike Knott, 

“What Would Jesus Do ?” is a phrase that seems to have 

dropped by the wayside in recent times.  

Make it the theme of your life, at work, in the home, at leisure 

and pleasure. Just think it. Just a split second’s thought and 

your mind will be at rest.   You’d be doing as Jesus would.  
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Christmas Family Service : 

After our service the congregation was invited to our traditional Soup and Mince Pie lunch - 

prepared and served by a wonderful band of volunteers to whom we are, as always, 

extremely grateful. 

Our younger members who had all 

contributed to the service and now were 

enjoying their lunch. 

Smiles all round  !  Enjoying the food and the 

fellowship 

Some of the team working behind the 

scenes ! 

Thanks to Lian Na and Andy Rose for the photographs on these two pages 
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The special guest arrives ! 

 - and sets to work on an enjoyable task ! 

Fringe benefits !! 

See you all next year !  ( If you’re 

good ! ) 
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Some Observations on Life Today 

Friendship doubles our joy and divides our grief. – Anon 

The rich are not always godly; but the godly are always rich.  – Anon 

It is not marriage that fails, it is people that fail. – Harry Emerson Fosdick 

The more you have to live FOR, the less you need to live ON.  Those who make 
acquisitions their goal never have enough. – Sydney Harris 

Nature is wonderful.  A million years ago she didn’t know we were going to wear 
spectacles yet look at the way she placed our ears. 

Sign in school hallway:  “Free ! Monday to Friday : Knowledge.  Bring your own container. 

What constitutes a living wage depends upon whether you are giving it or earning it. 

Experience is that marvellous thing that enables you to recognise a mistake when you 

make it again. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

OLD WORDS, NEW MEANINGS 

In the 1990s a stream was a small river, the web was what spiders built in your shed, a 

net was something you used to catch things, the cloud brought rain, and tweeting was 

what birds did. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not anymore.  In recent years these words from the ‘natural world’ have been so 

overtaken by technology that now they are used more in technology than in their original, 

natural state. 

For example, the word ‘web’ is now used only seven per cent with regard to nature, and 

the word ‘cloud’ is down to 77 per cent for nature.   The research was commissioned by 

the National Trust, who are concerned that “as a nation, we are losing our connection 

with nature.” 

As one academic in the study explained: “Language represents what is important to a 

culture or society.  Nature language being replaced or used less frequently suggests 

nature potentially becoming less important or being replaced by other things.” 
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On behalf of the board, staff, parents and children of Portree Nursery, I would like to thank all 

those who contributed so generously at the Church Of Scotland Watchnight Service. The 

sum of £305.98 was raised and given to the nursery to help with the installation of much 

needed white goods for the new kitchen being built as part of the new Pre- School premises 

situated at Portree Primary School. 

The Pre-School part of the nursery, moved into its new home during the February half term 

break, allowing the nursery to extend the hours, for every Pre- School child in line with 

Government Guidelines.  

The new Pre-School opened its doors on Thursday the 20th of February. The larger 

premises can only enhance the good work which is carried out, by a dedicated group of staff, 

giving all our 3 and 4 year old children who attend a place of fun and learning. It is hoped 

that an Open Day will be held in the near future to allow the local community a chance to 

view the new building and see the benefits it will offer to the children and parents who will 

use it. 

So once again, I would on their behalf like to say a HUGE THANKYOU 

Some of our wonderful new facilities ! 

Margaret Meikleham 

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE DONATIONS 
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CROSSWORD  

Across 

1 The earth is one (6) 

4 ‘On a hill far away stood an old — cross’ (6)  

7 ‘I am the — vine and my Father is the gardener’ (John 15:1) (4)  

8 The Caesar who was Roman Emperor at the time of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:1) (8)  

9 ‘Your — should be the same as that of Christ Jesus’( Philippians 2:5) (8)  

13 Jesus said that no one would put a lighted lamp under this (Luke 8:16) (3)  

16 Involvement (1 Corinthians 10:16) (13)  

17 Armed conflict (2 Chronicles 15:19) (3)  

19 Where the Gaderene pigs were feeding (Mark 5:11) (8) 

24 What jeering youths called Elisha on the road to Bethel (2 Kings 2:23) (8) 

25 The Venerable — , eighth-century Jarrow ecclesiastical scholar (4)  

26 8 Across issued a decree that this should take place (Luke 2:1) (6)  

27 Come into prominence (Deuteronomy 13:13) (6) 

 

Down 

1 Where some of the seed scattered by the sower fell (Matthew 13:4) (4) 

2 Sexually immoral person whom God will judge (Hebrews 13:4) (9)  

3 Gospel leaflet (5)  

4 Physical state of the boy brought to Jesus for healing (Mark 9:18) 

5 Tugs (anag.) (4)  

6 To put forth (5)  

10 Nationality associated with St Patrick (5)  

11 Leader of the descendants of Kohath (1 Chronicles 15:5) (5)  

12 ‘After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping — heel’ (Genesis 25:26) (5)  

13 At Dothan the Lord struck the Arameans with — at Elisha’srequest (2 Kings 6:18) (9)  

14 ‘Peter, before the cock crows today, you will — three times that you know 

me’  (Luke22:34) (4)  

15 Spit out (Psalm 59:7) (4)  

18 ‘When I — , I am still with you’ (Psalm 139:18) (5)  

20 Concepts (Acts 17:20) (5)  

21 Thyatira’s dealer in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (5)  

22 Does (anag.) (4)  

23 The second set of seven cows in Pharaoh’s dream were this (Genesis 41:19) (4) 
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Solution to the Crossword can be found on Page 30 

  

Sudoku (Medium) 

 

 

Solution can be found 

on Page 30 
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Once you have read the story you could colour it in. 
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WORDSEARCH 
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Use palm frond (if you have some), paper or ribbon 
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Hats for Premature Babies : 

 
Maternity wards are always very grateful to receive these. 

 

Materials:  

Double knitting wool 

3¼ mm (UK size 10) needles. 

Cast on 48 (56) stitches. 

Knit 6 rows. 

Continue in stocking stitch until work measures 2 ½ (3) inches – 6 (7.5) 

cms. 

Knit 2 together knit 6 – repeat to end of row. Next and every alternate row 

purl to end 

Continue decreasing i.e. knit 2 together knit 5 (4) (3) (2) (1) until 12 (14) 

stitches remain. 

Purl one row. 

Knit 2 together 6 (8) times 

Thread wool through remaining stitches and fasten off. Sew up using a flat 

seam. 

 

 

                                                        

Mary Wake 
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                                                   HOPE 

 

The summer’s gone and winter’s here. 

Tree are bare, winds are cold 

Then comes Jack Frost, he’s very bold 

Nips the fingers and the toes. 

Turn up the heat and add more clothes. 

Such a lovely sky at night, stars are shining very bright. 

Days are short and mornings dark 

Snow is lying in the park 

Now we are looking forward once again 

To the spring and longer days. 

Our hearts lift up to him in praise 

For this promise of better days 

Once again the futures bright 

We go forward with delight 

 

Anne  MacRae  

 

 

ENJOY EACH DAY AS IT COMES 

 

Has your diary for 2020 already filled up?  That is fine, but also bear in mind what has been 

called ‘the sacrament of the present moment.’ 

That is what the 17
th
 century French Jesuit and spiritual writer Pere Jean-Pierre de 

Caussade called it.  He wrote:  The present moment holds infinite riches, but you will only 

enjoy them to the extent of your faith and love.  The will of God is manifest in each 

moment, an immense ocean which the heart only fathoms in so far as it overflows with 

faith, trust and love.”   

So this year, try and live your life a day at a time.  You can’t change the past, yesterday is 

history; and you can’t live in the future, tomorrow is mystery. The present is really all you 

have.    

When Jesus spoke about God, He always spoke about Him being where we are, in the 

here and now.  He is our Father, our vine, our Shepherd, and His Spirit wants to walk with 

us each day. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Smiling is infectious, 

You catch it like the flu. 

When someone smiled at me today, 

I started smiling too. 

 

I walked around the corner, 

And someone saw me grin. 

When he smiled I realised 

I had passed it on to him. 

 

I thought about the smile, 

And then realised its worth. 

A single smile like mine, 

Could travel around the earth. 

 

So, if you feel a smile begin, 

Don’t leave it undetected. 

Start an epidemic, 

And get the world infected 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 

Anxious and lonely?  Come to church! 

 

Young people who go to church are less likely to struggle with anxiety than those who do 

not go to church (22% compared to 33%.)   Fewer church goers are also lonely and isolated 

(16% compared to 31 %). 

In a survey almost one third of all young people reported feeling sad or depressed; this was 

compared with 18 per cent among young practising Christians. 

The survey is published in The Connected Generation, commissioned by the Barna Group 

in partnership with World Vision.     

The full report can be seen at theconnectedgeneration.com. 

Spread the word ! 

 

A Poem by the late, great Spike Milligan 
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…. And “out of the mouths of babes” … 

(but not the Psalms 8:2 version) 

 

· “I know God loves everybody, but He never met my sister” 

 

· “My Mother should be a Minister. Every day she gives me a sermon about 

something.” 

 

· “I would like to go to Heaven some day because I know my brother won’t be there.” 

 

· “I think a lot more people would come to church if we moved it to Disneyland.” 

 

· “Please say a prayer for the school football team. We need God’s help or a new 

goalkeeper.” 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Solutions to the Crossword and Sudoku puzzles 

on Page 22 and 23 
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Alone 

 

I live alone, dear Lord, stay by my side. 

On all my needs be thou my guide. 

Grant me good health, for that indeed I 
pray, 

To carry on work from day to day. 

Keep pure my mind, my thoughts, my 
every deed. 

 

Spare me from fire, from flood and 
malicious tongues, 

From thieves, from fear or evil ones. 

If accident or sickness befalls, 

Then humbly Lord I prey, 

Hear thou my call. 

 

And when I’m feeling low or in despair 

Lift up my heart and help me in my 
prayer 

I live alone, dear Lord, yet have no fear, 

Because I feel your presence very near. 

 

From Words of Wisdom 

Complied by Daniel P Cronin. 

 

 

 

Easter 

 

Lift up your heads ye sorrowing one, 

And be ye glad of heart 

For Calvary day, Easter Day 

Earths saddest day and gladdest day 

Are just one day apart. 

 

From Words of Wisdom 

Complied by Daniel P Cronin 

Submitted by Jean McGhee 
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