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Church Office Bearers 

                                                                           

                                        Telephone 

Minister Rev S Fazakas 611868 

Session Clerk Mr W Marshall 650405 

Roll Keeper Miss D McEwan 612266 

Treasurer Mr W Marshall 650405 

Clerk to the 

Congregational Board Mrs M MacKay 612690 

Fabric Convenor Mr N Bruce 612480 

Hall Convenor Mrs H Quaye 612071 

Crèche Mrs S Beaton 613075 

 Mrs M Gillies                  01470 532378 

 Mrs A Smith 611061 

Safeguarding 

Coordinator Mrs F Marshall   650405 

Youth Fellowship Mrs S MacDonald          01470 532744 

Sunday School Mrs K MacKinnon              612159 

 Mr C Reeve 650252 

 Mrs S Reeve 650252 

Prayer Secretary Mrs C Sutherland 640318 

Prayer Fellowship 

Convenor Mr L Gillies 611837 

Life & Work Organiser Mrs M MacLaren 612749 

Church Officers The Elders 

Magazine Coordinators Mr W Marshall 650405 

 Mrs F Marshall 650405 
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EASTER SUPPLEMENT 

 

Given the current lockdown due to the Corona Virus crisis this 

supplement is produced to give additional material related to the Easter 

period from Good Friday and the Crucifixion to Easter Sunday and the 

resurrection.  Due to the problems with distribution this edition is only 

available on the website, so please spread the word to anyone with whom 

you are in contact 

 

It is not our normal magazine and does not contain messages from the 

Minister (these can be found elsewhere on the website) or from Office 

Bearers—with the exception of a special note from the treasurer which 

you will find on the following page ! 

 

Pages special interest to our younger readers or, indeed, older readers 

are included  -  these can be printed off if wished. 

 

It is hoped that the articles will be of interest and the poetry and prayers 

might prove thought provoking and inspirational. 

 

Our next planned edition of the magazine will be published in August  and 

hopefully will contain the normal wonderful articles submitted by members 

of the congregation. 
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REPORT FROM THE TREASURER 

In a recent email to church office bearers, the Very Rev Dr John Chalmers, Convener of the 

Assembly Trustees of the Church of Scotland wrote regarding the implications of Covid-19  - 

“It has been encouraging to witness the strength and imagination of Church of Scotland 

congregations rising to the challenge of maintaining worship and fellowship during this time of 

social distancing and self-isolation. It is hard to think of a time when the presence and the 

message of the Church was more needed, but it is just as hard to think of a time when the 

resources needed to meet this need have been under greater strain.  Covid-19 is challenging 

us at every level and the Assembly Trustees, as the body charged by the General Assembly 

with responsibility for administering the national finances of the Church, are well aware of the 

financial impact this virus is having on individual members and congregations. Equally, the 

Trustees are acutely aware that this is a time when we all have to do our utmost to maintain 

the income streams that will allow us to minister effectively at a time of national emergency. 

So, while this is a communication about the financial challenges that we are facing, it is also a 

rallying call to remind us that we are all in this together and that the resources which are 

received from local congregations to finance work across the parishes of the Church of 

Scotland are as vital now as they have ever been.” 

The following figures will give an idea of how the lockdown has affected the basic finances of 

Portree Parish Church 

 

 

During this period when no services are being held the church only has income from those 

members who give their donations through Standing Orders with the bank.   

At the same time our normal financial commitments have to be met.  Our average monthly 

expenditure is in the region of £5,900 

Members of the congregation might consider 

• Setting up a Standing Order with the bank.  If you wish to do this. I can provide the 

appropriate form with all the necessary information included. 

• Freewill Offering Envelopes:  If members are unable for whatever reason to make 

their offerings while buildings are closed then we hope they will put their normal offering 
aside each week and then give the appropriate amount when buildings reopen. 

 

Keep well, keep safe and God bless you all 

 

Bill 

 Average Monthly 

Income 

Jan – Mar 2019 

Average Monthly  

Income 

Jan – Mar 2020 

Actual Income 

April 2020 

FreeWill Offering £569 £502 £110 

Gift Aid £3,295 £3,060 £782 

Open Plate £665 £508 £0 
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PSALM 34  -  DELIVERED FROM FEAR 

 

Amid the current coronavirus pandemic, we all live with fear and uncertainty.  

How do we deal with fear? ‘I sought the Lord, and He answered me; He delivered me from 

all my fears.’ (Ps 34:4).      

In this psalm, David expresses real fears. He was on the run from Saul, who was trying to 

murder him !                     

Yet David points to three simple habits that help overcome fear. 

 

Praising God always: ‘I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips. 

(1).  

It was David’s pattern of life to praise God daily, whatever his circumstances. He was 

acknowledging God’s lordship over his life. Praise affirms that my circumstances are in His 

hands and He is with me in all that I am going through. 

 

Seeking God continually: ‘This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; He saved him 

out of all his troubles.’ (6).       

David looked to God, who released him from all his fears. It’s easy for our fears to 

overwhelm us and rob us of the assurance that God loves us and wants the best for us. 

When we seek God, He hears us and responds, as He is not powerless to act.  

 

Finding refuge in God: ‘Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes 

refuge in Him.’ (8).  

David’s personal invitation is to taste and see that God is good. Our fears often tell us that 

the opposite is true for us. Fear tells us that God cannot be trusted and that He will abandon 

us. We can make God our secure refuge and not be afraid. 

This psalm helps us to see fear from a totally different perspective: ‘Fear the Lord, you His 

holy people, for those who fear Him lack nothing.’ (9). 
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EASTER STORY 

The thud of nails on open palms, 
‘Father forgive’ was all He said, 
‘Finished’ was His final cry, 
As death approached God bowed His head. 

Born of a woman He entered our world, 
Fully man yet fully divine, 
Such is the mystery beyond comprehension 
That One such as this should step into time. 

He came to die and rise again 

The firstfruits of the Father’s love, 

That man should follow in His train 

On wings of light to realms above. 

 

By Megan Carter 

 

 

Servanthood   

 

How do we say goodbye to someone who we have known for many years and enjoyed 

their company? We arrange a farewell party!  

 

When Jesus prepared to leave, it was very different. He arranged His last meal and it 

was no party. His disciples were in for a shock. Jesus brought His friends together and 

then said one of them would betray Him! He then said Peter would deny Him.  

 

Although Jesus was the host and should have been honoured, He changed His role 

and became a servant. He got up from the meal table, removed His outer clothing, and 

wrapped a towel around His waist. Jesus humbled Himself and washed the feet of His 

disciples, much to their dismay and Peter’s objection.    

 

Jesus showed humility and bestowed honour onto the disciples. They were to do the 

same, to serve others. They were to learn, as we do, that in God’s service it will often 

be a humbling and sacrificial experience. Jesus said “I have set you an example that 

you should do as I have done for You” (John 13:15)  
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Once you have read the story you could colour it in. 
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Once you have read the story you could colour it in. 
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WORDSEARCH 

Solution can be found on Page 20 
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THE CHANGING 

Reflections of Mary (Mark 16:1-8) 

Our eyes seeing the same mountains, 
The gentle touching of our hands, 

Simply breathing the same air, 
Pleasures unrecognised till now, 

Gone…. 
In the changing. 

In the certainty of our grieving, 
You surprise us, Lord, 

You are not where we know that you should be. 
In the moving of the stone, Lord, 

You surprise us, 
In our sorrow, we don’t see your victory. 

But you told us, Lord, 
Prepared us for the changing, 

In your grace, foretold the triumph of your death. 
In the changing from despair to resurrection 

You surprise us and transform us 
By rebirth. 

Our opened eyes can see beyond the mountains, 
Now we’re held forever in your arms, 

The air we breathe is your life-giving Spirit, 
Gloriously given……. 

In the changing. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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COPING IN THE STORM 

 

‘Jesus got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’ Then the wind died 

down and it was completely calm.’ (Mark 4:39). 

 

What started out for the disciples as a routine trip across the Sea of Galilee, ended up with a 

storm threatening to overwhelm their boat ! Jesus was asleep in the boat, so little wonder 

they feared for their lives: ‘Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?’ (38).  

 

Who would have thought two months ago that the world would be overwhelmed by the 

Coronavirus pandemic and our lives turned upside down! Self-isolating and self-distancing 

are now part of our daily vocabulary, as we live in an uncertain world. What does this story 

say to us in our circumstances? 

 

Firstly, we read that Jesus calmed the storm: ‘He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the 

waves, ‘Quiet! Be still!’’ (39). He is the Lord of the storm and holds our circumstances in His 

hands. We are called to trust, not fear, being assured that He is with us to protect us. ‘Why 

are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?’ (40). Nothing is outside of His control. 

 

Secondly, despite the calm, the disciples were still terrified: ‘They were terrified and asked 

each other, ‘Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey Him!’’ (41).  

Like us, the disciples were asking why Jesus, who loved them, had allowed the storm to 

happen! Our circumstances provide us with an opportunity to understand more deeply who 

Jesus is. We can’t control Him and we don’t always understand His bigger plans for us and 

His world.  

We are called to overcome fear and insecurity, by living lives of peace, faith and hope.  

How contagious can we be for Jesus in a stormy world? 
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THE MIRROR 

A Good Friday poem 

Three ‘t’s on the scrubby hill, neatly crossed the Roman way, 
The naked ‘t’s, skewered like worms, dotted burgundy with blood, 

As clear to the passing eye as three billboards by a roadside: 

Death to the thief. Death to the rebel. Death to the author of life, 
Not even important enough to murder on His own, He, 
Just one in three, the uprooted vine stretched out on a barren tree: 

The anointed poured out, the gift scorned 
The able disabled, the healer torn, 
The way barred, the truth buried, 
The life killed, the door bouldered, 
The King mocked, the reconciler, reviled, 

Grace, beauty, glory in spited spittle defiled, 
The light snuffed out… Darkness at noon, 
The world dancing to its self-enthroning tune, 
The shepherd like a lamb to such slaughter. 
The teacher taught his final lesson. In torture. 

I know, I know on this Good Friday, that Sunday is but a blink away. 
But this Friday is each and every year our ‘why’ day. 

I look up from the water eddying out of the bathroom sink, 
And see the billboard on the wall in front of me: 
Whose rebellion required such grim reparations? 
For whom would love submit to such savage butchery? 
And the face on the billboard mouths slowly back, “Me”. 

By Mark Greene 
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Crossword Clues  

 

Across 

   

1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  

4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  

8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe  it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  

9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message  

 (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  

10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral Majority, Jerry — (7)  

11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  

12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  

17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 

19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the Lord’  

 (Exodus 34:29) (7) 

21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 

22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 

23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 

24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’ (Matthew  

 25:36) (6) 

 

Down 

   

1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   

2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 

3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  

5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 

6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  

7 He reps (anag.) (6)  

9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 

13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27)  

 (7) 

14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  

15 The human mind or soul (6)  

16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 

18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  

20 Bared (anag.) (5) 
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Solution can be found on Page 20 
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EASTER, OUR MARRIAGE CEREMONY 

You have protected us, Jesus, from endless disaster. 
You spread Your hands over us like wings. 
You poured Your blood over the earth, 
Because You loved us. 
The anger which we deserved You turned away from us 
And restored us to friendship with God. 

The heavens may have Your spirit, paradise Your soul, 
But the earth has Your blood. 
We celebrate the coming of your Spirit always: 
The Spirit leads the mystic dance throughout the year. 
But Easter comes and goes. 
Power came from heaven to raise You from death, 
So that we and all creatures could see You. 
All living things gather round You at Easter. 
Thee is joy, honour, celebration, delight. 

The darkness of death is driven away. 
Life is restored everywhere. 
The gates of heaven are thrown open. 
In You, risen Jesus, God has shown us Himself, 
So we can rise to Him as gods. 
The gates of hell are shattered. 
In you, risen Jesus, those already dead rise to life, 
Affirming the good news of eternal life. 
Now Your promise has been fulfilled. 
Now the earth is singing and dancing. 
Easter is our marriage ceremony. 
At Easter, dear Jesus, You make us Your brides… 

A Prayer of Hippolytus 

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS ON LIFE 

 

Those who say they will forgive but can’t forget, simply bury the hatchet but leave the 

handle out for immediate use.  D L Moody 

Swallowing of pride seldom leads to indigestion.  Anon 

Rush is destructive of rest, and pace of peace.  Thomas Adams 

The faster I go, the more behind I get!  Anon 

When we take least notice of our good deeds ourselves, God takes most notice of them. 

Matthew Henry 
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INTERCESSION 

 
Pray for your neighbours – lift them to the Lord ! 
Thank Him for all that they have done for you! 
Claim for your friends the promise of His Word; 
In intercession we find strength anew. 

Ask of the Lord, and surely you’ll receive 
Seek now His will, and surely you will find 
Knock at His door, and truly we believe 
In intercession we see God is kind. 

Come to the Lord, for He is always there! 
Our worries, cares, and our concerns we bring; 
O waste no time, just come to Him in prayer 
In intercession we find God the King! 

By Nigel Beeton 

 

An acrostic poem where the first letter of each line spells the word EASTER  

 

Even though the darkness raged 

And all was still, the sun had gone 

Still they shouted their abuse 

Taunting Him –‘ you’re not God’s Son ! 

  

Elijah hasn’t rescued you, 

Renounce your claim, you’re just like me, 

Everyone can see you hang 

Arms outstretched, nailed to a tree. 

  

So it seemed that all was lost, 

Their hopes their dreams forever gone – 

Eternity had other plans 

Resurrection Day was soon to dawn. 

  

                                                                                                   By Megan Carter 
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A DISPLAY OF POWER  

 

To a world that seeks to show power through explosives, military might, and physical force, 

Good Friday makes little sense. 

 

A man, hanging on a cross. A man, who claimed to be the Son of God, nailed to a tree. 

Naked, broken, and dying. Forsaken. Passers-by mock Him: ‘Save yourself! Come down 

from the cross, if you are the Son of God!’ (Matthew 27:40). But with no word of complaint, 

no attempt to fight back, an innocent man accepts a death penalty. 

 

Is this power? The world says no. Power is loud, it is ferocious, and it visibly wins. It is often 

selfish and seeks advantage over those who are weak and helpless. That is what we see 

when governments and corporations seeking to show their power at the expense of other 

people. 

 

Is there really power to be found in the broken and bleeding body of a dying man? The world 

says no. 

 

But Good Friday tells a different story. This broken and bleeding body of a dying man turns 

any earthly ideas of power upside down and inside out, as salvation and redemption are 

found in the most unlikely of places. Power is found in sacrifice, humility, and death. Power is 

found in a man, hanging on a cross. Naked, broken, and dying. Forsaken. Power is found 

here, at Calvary. 

 

Today, we preach Christ crucified, ‘a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the 

Gentiles’ (1 Corinthians 1:23). The power of the Cross can certainly make little sense to us 

and our world, so set in our ways. The Cross comes in direct contradiction to everything we 

hear and see about power on a daily basis. It speaks not of explosives, military might, and 

physical force, but of love, forgiveness, and the laying down of one’s life. A stumbling block 

and foolishness perhaps, but also a better way to live. 

 

May we seek to show something of Christ’s subversive power in our words, lives, and 

actions, this Good Friday and beyond. 

 

May you experience the powerful love of our Father God, along with the peace and joy that 

comes from knowing that Jesus died and rose again. 
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CHARLES WESLEY’S GREAT HYMN FOR EASTER:   

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY!  

Jesus’s death on the cross, and His resurrection on Easter morning are both part of the 

redemption story.  Paul links them in this way: ‘He was delivered for our offences [the Cross] 

and raised again [the Resurrection] for our justification’ (Romans 4:25).  Charles Wesley does 

likewise in his glorious Easter anthem. 

Christ the Lord is risen today!  
Sons of men and angels say. 
Raise your songs and triumph high  
Sing, ye heavens, thou earth reply. 
 
Charles wrote the hymn in 1739, a year after his Pentecost Sunday evangelical conversion, 

and the year in which he began his open-air preaching.  Like all his hymns that followed in the 

next four decades, this hymn is full of New Testament references and allusions.  A great 

stone was rolled into the opening of the grave where Jesus was laid, and as Matthew 

records, the Jewish authorities ‘made the tomb secure, sealing the stone and setting a 

guard’ (27:66).  But all to no purpose!  Christ, the Lord of Life, could not be imprisoned by 

death! 

Vain the stone, the watch, the seal 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell. 
Death in vain forbids Him rise 
Christ hath opened Paradise! 
 
The NT teaches that Christ’s resurrection was the Father’s seal of approval on His obedient 

life and atoning death.  His resurrection was the proof that He was indeed Jesus Christ the 

Lord, as Paul argues in Romans 1:4. ‘Declared to be the Son of God …by the resurrection 

from the dead.’ Charles Wesley works these great salvation truths into his verses. ‘Love’s 

redeeming work is done.’  ‘Once He died our souls to save.’  ‘Lives again our glorious King.’  

‘Where, O death, is now thy sting?’ ‘Second life we all receive.’  In our Heavenly Adam live.’  

As our Lord promised His disciples long ago – and still promises us; ‘Because I live, you will 

also live’ (John 14:19). 

The Resurrection of Christ, viewed as a historical fact, is only part of the NT teaching.  His 

conquest of death He now shares with all His people. Christians are the people of the 

Resurrection!  We are now ‘made alive with Christ;’  ‘raised up with Him,’ and already seated 

‘in heavenly places’ (Ephesians 1:4-6).  And Charles Wesley takes up this great theme of 

how believers share in their Lord’s resurrection power. 

Risen with Him we upward move 

Still we seek the things above … 

Soar we now where Christ hath led 
  Following our exalted Head. 
  Made like Him, like Him we rise 
  Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.    
   
Christ has conquered hell!  Death has lost its sting!  The grave is spoiled!  What a Saviour! 

What a gospel!  What a glorious hope! 

 



 20 

 

 

SOLUTION TO WORDSEARCH ON PAGE 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD ON PAGES 14/15  

 

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  

11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  

22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison.  

 

DOWN: 1, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  

7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  

16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar. 
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WHO MOVED THE STONE? 

 

‘When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.’  

Mark 16:4 

 

Frank Morrison was an investigative journalist who was a sceptic when it came to religion. He 

decided to write a book to disprove the claims of Christ, specifically focussed on the last week 

of His life.  

 

However, when he came to consider the evidence for himself, he was drawn reluctantly to a 

different outcome than he had imagined. He found that the evidence proved the story to be 

true, including the fact that Jesus not only died but rose again. In the end he wrote a different 

kind of book called ‘Who Moved the Stone?’ with the first chapter entitled, ‘The book that 

refused to be written.’ 

 

The veracity of the Christian faith is grounded on historical fact. Not only was Jesus a real 

person, a figure of history, but His death was real, and so was His resurrection. Examine the 

evidence for yourself. Read the gospel accounts openly and honestly and see what happens. 

The truth is there for anyone willing to consider the facts. 

 

Easter reminds us that our faith rests on solid ground. It is why we celebrate Easter Sunday 

with such gusto. The Resurrection proves that Jesus was who He said He was (the Son of 

God) and that He did what He set out to do (save us from our sin). But more than that, it 

reminds us that He can deliver what He promised and help us today because He is alive for 

evermore. 

 

Jesus is not a figure of history, locked away in the past. No, He is a risen Saviour who is alive 

today and who invites each of us to receive the gift of salvation, and to live a new life in 

fellowship with Him. 
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GIVING AND RECEIVING 

 

‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35). 

 

This unique saying of Jesus, not recorded in the gospels, is quoted by the apostle Paul in the 

book of Acts. These few words contain a powerful truth about giving and receiving love. 

 

Stage 1 – receiving love. As children we love to receive presents, whether for birthdays or 

Christmas. It is natural at a young age to think more about receiving than giving. This is self-

love. 

 

Stage 2 – giving and receiving love. As we grow older, we begin to consider others, not just 

ourselves. We learn not only to receive, but also to give. However, at this stage we tend 

mostly to give to those who give to us. This is reciprocal love. 

 

Stage 3 – giving love without the need to receive love. This is the kind of love Jesus 

demonstrated during His earthly ministry, and which the Spirit desires to produce in His 

followers. When we give freely in this way, we find great joy and experience the blessing of 

God in our lives. This is other-love. 

 

However, we never grow out of our need to receive love (stage 1). The danger of giving 

without receiving is that we neglect our own need to be loved, supported and encouraged. 

This is why many active believers experience burnout and depression. We cannot give to 

others indefinitely without receiving for ourselves. It is not a sign of weakness, immaturity or 

failure to say, ‘I need to receive’. There are times when we all need affirmation and 

appreciation, rest and recuperation.  

 

That said, we must not get locked into stage 1 again (spiritual infancy with the focus always on 

me), but bravely move on the more mature expressions of love, mutually supporting one 

another, but also reaching out to those who need our help but have nothing to offer in return. 
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QUOTABLE QUOTES  

 

The world cannot bury Christ. The earth is not deep enough for His tomb, the clouds are not 

wide enough for His winding-sheet.                                                                                             

E Thomson 

 

Easter is the demonstration of God that life is essentially spiritual and timeless.                

Charles M. Crowe 

 

Our Lord has written the promise of the Resurrection, not in books alone but in every leaf in 

springtime.                                                                                                                                          

Martin Luther 

 

Spring bursts to-day, for Christ is risen and all the earth's at play.                                              

Christina G. Rossetti 

 

Easter tells us that life is to be interpreted not simply in terms of things but in terms of ideals.  

Charles M. Crowe 

 

Easter spells out beauty, the rare beauty of new life.                                                                     

S.D. Gordon 

 

If Easter says anything to us today, it says this: You can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay 

there. You can nail it to a cross, wrap it in winding sheets and shut it up in a tomb, but it will 

rise!                                                                                                                                                       

Clarence W. Hall 

 

Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song.   

Pope John Paul II 

 

All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and all the 

parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected 

the life of mankind on this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life.                                               

Anon 

 

The empty tomb of Christ has been the cradle of the Church.                                                 

WR Nicoll 
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